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Questions? Comments? E-mail us at medalum@osumc.edu

Obituaries

’48 John Barch, MD, died in August at the age of 86. Prior 
to retirement, he was senior vice president and chief medical 
examiner for Lincoln Life Insurance Co.

’48 Jerome Rini, MD, FACS, a board-certified general 
surgeon, passed away in July. He served as an Army private 
first class in World War II and also served 18 months as a U.S. 
Army captain and chief surgeon of EVAC, 125th Division in 
Korea. He received two campaign battle stars and a Bronze Star 
for meritorious service. In 1996, Rini was presented a key to the 
city of Shaker Heights in recognition of 40 years of service to the 
community. He retired that same year and was honored by the 
Southern Ohio Medical Center for a lifetime of healing.

’57 Gilbert Silbiger, MD, passed away in August at the 
age of 77. He served in the U.S. Navy, achieving the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander. Silbiger practiced in Solon, Ohio, for 
19 years and was awarded the Key to the City of Solon. He 
later moved to Coral Springs, Fla., where he practiced for 30 
years and served as chief of staff of Coral Springs Medical 
Center. After retirement, he served as medical director for 
Hospice by the Sea.

’57 Robert Solt, Jr., MD, FACS, died at his home in Bucyrus, 
Ohio, at the age of 77. 

’59 Colonel Sanford Hepps, MD, a general and vascular 
surgeon, died in August. He had a private practice in Orange 
County, Calif., and served as president, director and CEO of 
many medical organizations throughout his career. A clinical 
professor of surgery at the University of California, Irvine, he 
also held the positions of chief medical officer and healthcare 
manager for the California Department of Corrections. Hepps 
retired in 1999 as colonel in the Medical Corps United States 
Army Reserve.

’59 Crist Strovilas, MD, passed away in June. He served his 
hometown of Toronto, Ohio, for more than 40 years in private 
practice and was a staff member of the former Gill Memorial 
Hospital, Ohio Valley Hospital and St. John Medical Center. 
He served as chief of staff at Gill Memorial Hospital and at 
St. John Medical Center, where he also served on the board of 
trustees. An avid sports fan, he hadn’t missed a single Ohio 
State University home football game since 1954.

’63 Dale Smith, MD, an Internal Medicine physician, died in 
July. A commander in the U.S. Navy Reserve, he served at the 
USNH Subic Bay, Philippines, as chief of medicine and aboard 
the aircraft carrier, USS Bon Homme Richard during the Viet 
Nam conflict. Later, he served at Camp Pendleton Naval 
Hospital in California as assistant chief of Medicine.  

’75 Scott McIlroy, MD, of Upper Arlington, Ohio, died in July. 
He practiced Obstetrics and Gynecology for more than 30 
years. An avid golfer and outdoorsman, he loved being with 
family and friends and is remembered for his generosity, 
graciousness and caring.

Eye and Ear Institute  
Welcomes Patients
The OSU Medical Center Eye and Ear Institute opened in 
August, just south of the Ohio State campus. Conveniently 
located at 915 Olentangy River Road, the facility houses the 
Outpatient Surgery Center, Center for Women’s Health, 
Otolaryngology, Ophthamology, Plastic Surgery and more. 

ProjectONE Plans Approved 
On Sept. 18, The Ohio State University Board of Trustees 
approved architecture and construction plans for 
ProjectONE, the largest facilities expansion project in the 
University’s history. This project will significantly advance 
the Medical Center’s education and research programs and 
increase the number of people who will be able to access 
the world-class care Ohio State provides. 

ProjectONE “emphatically positions us as leaders in our 
industry at a time when many other medical centers around 
the country are reducing or closing services,” Steven Gabbe, 
MD, Medical Center CEO stated. 

Class of 2013 Begins Studies
The 220 students comprising the class of 2013 uphold the 
College of Medicine’s long-standing tradition of dedication 
to scholarship, research and caring. Chosen from more than 
4,000 applications, these students not only bring records 
of academic excellence, they bring an unparalleled depth 
of experience beyond the classroom. The class features a 
member of the Disaster Action Team, a Croswell Opera 
House performer, an international soccer player and even a 
Brutus the Buckeye mascot. Learn more about our entering 
class on the College of Medicine Web site.

OSU Medical Center Eye and Ear Institute
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Ohio State on U.S.News Honor Roll
Medical Center recognized among the ‘Best of the Best’

The Ohio State University Medical Center was ranked this summer among 
U.S.News & World Report Honor Roll Hospitals – a recognition reserved for 
only 21 of the nation’s very best healthcare providers. 

As defined by U.S.News, Honor Roll Hospitals 

w  Are the “best of the best” 

w  Make up less than 0.4 percent of the more than 4,800  
hospitals evaluated

w  Demonstrate extraordinary “breadth of excellence”

While expressing his appreciation to faculty and staff for their contribu-
tions to U.S.News recognition, Peter Geier, Medical Center COO, stated: 
“We have been very close to making the Honor Roll several times in the 
past, and it’s rewarding to see our hard work and focus on excellence  
recognized this year.” 

Our Medical Center ascended to national Honor Roll recognition by having 10 
medical specialties ranked and placing six of those high enough in the rankings.

This is the 17th consecutive year that Ohio State specialties have been 
chosen as America’s Best by U.S.News. Ohio State is the only central Ohio 
Honor Roll Hospital and one of two Ohio hospitals chosen for the honor 
(along with the Cleveland Clinic).

Ohio State specialties and their 2009-10 U.S. News Best in America rank-
ings are: 10th Rehabilitation; 18th Cancer; 18th Ear, Nose and Throat; 20th 
Gynecology; 23rd Respiratory Disorders; 23rd Urology; 27th Diabetes and 
Endocrine Disorders; 33rd Kidney Disorders; 37th Heart and Heart Surgery; 
and 41st Orthopedics. 

Ohio State’s College of Medicine was named 27th among the nation’s 145 pub-
lic and private medical education institutions in U.S.News rankings earlier this 
year. During the past seven years, Ohio State’s College of Medicine has risen 
higher in these rankings than any other medical school in the nation.

   Upcoming EVENTS:

January/February  – Maurice Mullet 
Student-Alumni lecture series 

March 5-6  – College of Medicine 
Parent’s Weekend

March 12 – Girls’ Night Out

March 19  – Match Day

April 17 – Spring Board of  
Governors Meeting 

May 1 – Student/Alumni Golf Scramble 

For more information or to check time/
date/location updates on these and other 
events, contact Medical Center Alumni 
Affairs at (614) 292-5671 or visit www.
medicine.osu.edu/alumni.
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As this issue of Alumni Update went 
to press, we learned that our Medical 
Alumni Society has been selected once 
again as an Outstanding Society of  
The Ohio State University Alumni  
Association. Thank you, alumni, for 
your support. This is truly an honor 
to be shared by all 13,000 College of 
Medicine and residency alumni.

OUTSTANDING!


