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On the cover: 
Professor Brad deSilva, MD – residency program director, laryngology fellowship 
director, division director of Laryngology and vice chair for Education — exemplifies 
the depth of leadership that defines The Ohio State University Department of 
Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. His dedication to rigorous training, 
academic excellence and mentorship reflects the core values that continue to advance 
our program’s national reputation.

This year, The Ohio State University Otolaryngology Residency Program earned a  
#4 national ranking from Doximity Residency Navigator, a distinction that highlights 
the strength of our educational mission and the outstanding faculty who lead it.

Our mission
The mission of The Ohio State Department of Otolaryngology – Head and 
Neck Surgery is to deliver outstanding and innovative clinical care, push 
the boundaries of medical knowledge, and educate the next generation of 
clinicians and researchers. As a land-grant university, we are particularly 
committed to serving the population of Ohio, ensuring our work benefits 
our local communities. We are dedicated to nurturing a culture of 
collaboration, compassion and excellence. Our aspirational goal is to be 
recognized among the top 10 in clinical care and overall reputation  
(U.S. News & World Report), residency training programs (Doximity) and 
NIH-funded research (Blue Ridge Institute for Medical Research).

The Department of 
Otolaryngology –  
Head and Neck  
Surgery comprises  
11 specialty areas: 
•	 Allergy and Immunology

•	 Audiology 

•	 Facial Plastic and  
Reconstructive Surgery

•	 General Otolaryngology  
and Sleep Surgery

•	 Head and Neck Oncology

•	 Laryngology 

•	 Otology, Neurotology and  
Cranial Base Surgery

•	 Pediatric Otolaryngology

•	 Rhinology

•	 Skull Base Surgery

•	 Speech Language Pathology  
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Shana McGrath, MA, CCC-SLP, Kevin Quinn, MD, facial plastic and reconstructive surgeon 
and Desi Schoo, MD, neurotologist, collaborate to treat patients with vestibular disorders.
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Letter from the chair – 2025

Calendar year 2025 was a productive and strategically important year for the Department of 
Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery at The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center.  
The department made measurable progress across clinical care, education and research, with gains 
in faculty recruitment, patient access, quality performance, research productivity and national 
visibility. These efforts reflect a sustained commitment to disciplined growth and to strengthening the 
department’s academic mission.

I am grateful to our faculty, trainees and staff for their professionalism and collective effort, which 
continue to position the department for long-term success.

Clinical care

Clinical care remained a central focus in 2025, with sustained attention to quality, outcomes, access  
and operational reliability. 

To meet continued demand, we welcomed several outstanding new clinicians: Dr. Elliana DeVore 
(Laryngology), Dr. Robert Macielak (Otology, Neurotology, and Cranial Base Surgery), Dr. Victoria Nguyen 
(Allergy and Immunology), Dr. Rekha Raveendran (division director, Allergy and Immunology) and 
Dr. Jeffrey Steitz (Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery). Each brings unique expertise that further 
strengthens our clinical and academic programs.

Within the Head and Neck Surgery Division, we extend our best wishes to Dr. Matthew Old as he begins 
his new role as chair of the Department of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery at the University of 
Washington, where he also holds the Allison T. Wanamaker Endowed Chair. We are pleased to share that 
Dr. Stephen Kang has assumed the role of division director for Head and Neck Surgery.

In collaboration with the College of Medicine, Dr. Lauren Miller and Dr. Vinay Rathi led a data-driven 
initiative to improve mortality, length-of-stay and discharge-to-home metrics. This work contributed 
meaningfully to improved clinical performance and supported the department’s No. 15 national ranking 
in U.S. News & World Report. 

Multidisciplinary collaboration remains a hallmark of our clinical enterprise. Integrated skull base 
surgery, a monthly esophageal disorders conference and an innovative allergy and immunology division 
exemplify our commitment to patient-centered, team-based care. Programmatic advances included 
support for the Dysphagia Program and launch of a new clinical trial, expansion of intralymphatic 
immunotherapy and improved patient access.

Education and research

Education and research remained core strengths in 2025. The residency program advanced from No. 5 to 
No. 4 in the Doximity rankings, reflecting sustained investment in trainee education and mentorship. The 
department also achieved a Blue Ridge Institute for Medical Research ranking of No. 18, underscoring its 
growing national research profile.

Research productivity reached its highest level to date. Total awards exceeded $10.1 million, including 
$6.5 million in NIH funding. The department maintained 37 active grants (28 NIH), supported 27 active 
clinical trials across cancer and non-cancer indications, and achieved a record 255 peer-reviewed 
publications.

Looking forward, a key strategic initiative is pursuit of an NIH R25 research training grant led by  
Dr. Emily Plowman and Dr. Oliver Adunka. This effort will strengthen research training infrastructure, 
expand resident research opportunities and support planned residency program growth.

The Surgical Skills Laboratory was comprehensively updated, with active course planning underway to 
support simulation-based education and professional development.

Service and philanthropy

Service and global engagement remain integral to the department’s mission and provide exceptional 
educational opportunities for trainees. Global outreach efforts in Kenya and the Dominican Republic,  
led by Drs. Old and Dodson, continue to build sustainable care partnerships while exposing residents  
and fellows to diverse health care environments and complex pathology.

Philanthropy plays a critical role in supporting education and service. In 2025, the department 
established a new Resident Education Fund to enhance the trainee experience through support for 
national meeting travel, educational courses, leadership development programs and resident-driven 
educational initiatives – ensuring broad access to academic and professional opportunities.

Leadership and Recognition 

Our faculty remain deeply engaged in leadership and professional service. Many were named to 
leadership roles within national and international organizations during 2025, reflecting the department’s 
influence across the specialty. Numerous faculty were also recognized among Castle Connolly Top 
Doctors. Additional highlights are detailed on page 40 of this report.

The progress achieved in 2025 reflects the collective efforts of our faculty, trainees and staff and provides 
a strong foundation for continued advancement.

James Rocco, MD, PhD 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Otolaryngology –  
Head and Neck Surgery 
The Ohio State University College of Medicine
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By the numbers
The Ohio State University College of Medicine 

     Tier 1 (top 16) in research by U.S. News & World Report 
	 $406M in total research funding 

	 20 clinical departments 

	 8 basic science departments 

	 2K+ active research studies and clinical trials 

	 5K+ total learners   

 The Ohio State University  

65K+ undergraduate, graduate and professional students  

40K+ full-time equivalent employees     

600K+ living alumni around the world  
18 colleges and schools  

250+ majors 

The Ohio State University  
Wexner Medical Center  

	 23.8K+ employees

	 2,072 attending physicians  
	 1,023 residents and fellows 

	 5,252 nursing staff  

	 $6.76B revenue

	
	

	

	
	

The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center –  
Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove  
Research Institute

Third-largest cancer hospital in the country 

$76M+ in total NCI grant funding in 2024 

46 NCI grants awarded in 2024 

600+ clinical trials available 

5.8K+ faculty and staff and 270+ volunteers 

1.5K+ cancer researchers



10  |    Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery 11  medicine.osu.edu/departments/otolaryngology    |

In FY25, the Department of Otolaryngology – 
Head and Neck Surgery published 173 articles in 
industry-leading peer-reviewed journals; continued 
to be a national leader in the exploration of ear, 
nose and throat, head and neck cancer and human 
communication disorders through 27 active clinical 
trials; and produced groundbreaking research 
funded by 35 grants from national sources.  

Scan the QR code to see 
our publications, clinical 
trials and research funding

Using liquid biomarkers and 
circulating tumor DNA to 
improve outcomes for HPV-
related HNSCC 

Advancing precision detection and treatment

Head and neck cancers remain challenging to diagnose, monitor 
and treat because traditional tools – physical examination, 
imaging, and tissue biopsy – can be limited by sensitivity, 
specificity and invasiveness. Liquid biopsy technologies offer a 
transformative, noninvasive alternative, particularly for HPV-related 
head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HPV-related HNSCC), a 
disease that continues to rise in incidence.

At Ohio State, clinicians and scientists in the Department of Otolaryngology –  
Head and Neck Surgery are leading efforts to develop liquid biomarker and 
circulating tumor DNA (ctDNA)-based tools to improve detection, guide therapy  
and enhance survivorship for patients with HPV-associated cancers.

“HPV-positive head and neck cancers are on the rise. Patients are often younger when diagnosed and 
respond remarkably well to treatment, producing a growing population of long-term survivors living 
with treatment-related side effects,” says Catherine Haring, MD, assistant professor. “Our goal is to 
determine whether liquid biomarkers can personalize treatment and ultimately improve survival and 
quality of life for these patients.”

The scientific promise of liquid biomarkers

Liquid biopsies provide real-time molecular information from a simple, repeatable blood draw. By 
capturing tumor-derived DNA shed through apoptosis or necrosis, ctDNA reflects the biology of the 
entire tumor rather than a single biopsy site.

Compared with PET/CT or tissue biopsy – both subject to false positives, false negatives or sampling 
limitations – ctDNA is more sensitive, more specific, and more readily repeatable.

“HPV-positive cancers are uniquely suited for ctDNA detection because viral DNA is present in every 
tumor,” notes Dr. Haring. “If we detect HPV DNA in the blood, we know there is active cancer.”

continued on page 12
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Catherine Haring, MD

FY 2025  
By the numbers
Total Awards: $10,385,359  

NIH Awards: $6,516,427 

Non-NIH Federal  
Awards: $2,335,724 

Other Awards: $1,533,208

Active Grants: 35

NIH Grants: 17  
(including R01: 11, UG1: 1

K08: 1, P01: 1, P01: 1

UG1: 1, R56: 1, F32: 1)

Active Clinical Trials: 27

Publications: 173

https://medicine.osu.edu/departments/otolaryngology/research
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Clinical applications under study

The department is actively integrating biomarker-based monitoring into the care of patients treated for 
HPV-related HNSCC. Following surgery, radiation, or chemoradiation, clinicians track patients for five 
years – traditionally using exam findings and imaging that may produce ambiguous results.

Liquid biomarker testing offers a more precise method.

“With biomarker technology, we can test a patient’s blood every few months. If HPV DNA becomes 
detectable, we have strong evidence of recurrence – often earlier than imaging or exam would allow – 
giving us the opportunity to intervene sooner,” Dr. Haring explains.

ctDNA is currently the most sensitive available tool for detecting recurrence, enabling earlier salvage 
therapy and potentially higher cure rates.

Investigators are also evaluating ctDNA as a diagnostic adjunct. Fine needle aspiration can be 
nondiagnostic, prompting additional procedures and delays. ctDNA may provide rapid, noninvasive 
diagnostic confirmation and may also carry prognostic information regarding tumor aggressiveness.

Personalizing therapy through ctDNA-guided de-intensification

In collaboration with Sujith Baliga, MD, a radiation oncologist specializing in head and neck cancer, Dr. 
Haring is co-leading a clinical trial that uses early ctDNA response to guide personalized radiation dosing 
in nonmetastatic HPV-related HNSCC.

Patients undergo ctDNA testing before therapy and again at week four. Radiation doses are then adjusted 
according to molecular response.

“Our trial, built on years of foundational work, has shown that we can safely lower radiation doses 
for patients whose ctDNA becomes undetectable early in treatment,” says Dr. Haring. “This approach 
reduces toxicity and preserves excellent outcomes – true personalized medicine.”

Therapy de-intensification is crucial. While HPV-related HNSCC carries a high cure rate, long-term 
survivors frequently experience substantial morbidity from standard dosing. ctDNA-guided treatment 
offers a path to reducing these side effects without compromising disease control.

                                   RESEARCH AND INNOVATIONRESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Future directions

Liquid biopsy and ctDNA analysis represent a rapidly evolving frontier. The Ohio State team is working 
to refine ctDNA assays, expand applications to broader populations and explore non-blood-based 
biomarkers such as saliva and urine.

A major long-term goal is developing a screening tool capable of detecting HPV-related HNSCC before 
symptoms or imaging changes appear. Although this is not yet feasible, advances in ultra-sensitive 
detection techniques continue to move the field in that direction.

“Early results are extremely encouraging,” Dr. Haring says. “While more research is needed, the potential 
for liquid biopsies to transform head and neck cancer care is tremendous – and the Ohio State Wexner 
Medical Center is leading the charge.”

“I see this work as emblematic of our mission to advance precision cancer care through multidisciplinary 
collaboration and scientific innovation,” says James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair of the department. “Liquid 
biomarker research has the potential to reshape every stage of HPV-related HNSCC care – from diagnosis 
to surveillance to personalized treatment selection. It also reflects our commitment to reducing 
treatment burden for the growing population of survivors. By advancing tools that detect recurrence 
earlier and tailor therapy more precisely, we are not only improving survival but also protecting quality of 
life. Our department is proud to be at the forefront of this transformative work.”

“ “HPV-positive head and neck cancers are on the rise. Patients are often 
younger when diagnosed and respond remarkably well to treatment, 
producing a growing population of long-term survivors living with 
treatment-related side effects. Our goal is to determine whether liquid 
biomarkers can personalize treatment and ultimately improve survival 
and quality of life for these patients.

– Catherine Haring, MD

Catherine Haring, MD, guides novel research  
to treat patients with HPV cancer
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“
Aerodigestive Research Core Lab expands impact 
in lung transplantation and neurosurgery

The Aerodigestive Research Core (ARC) Laboratory, established by Emily Plowman, 
PhD, CCC-SLP, professor in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck 

Surgery, continues to advance the evaluation and treatment of aerodigestive 
tract disorders. The ARC Lab focuses on conditions affecting swallowing, 

breathing and communication, with a mission to translate mechanistic 
insights into clinically actionable care pathways.

Historically centered on neuromuscular disease populations, the ARC 
Lab has broadened its scope to address aerodigestive dysfunction 
arising from cardiothoracic surgery, lung transplantation, congenital 
heart disease and neurosurgical interventions. This expansion reflects 
both evolving clinical needs and the laboratory’s growing role as an 
interdisciplinary resource.

Improving outcomes in lung transplantation

Over the past year, Dr. Plowman and her team have partnered closely with 
the Heart and Lung Transplant Team at Ohio State, an active program that 

performs approximately 70 lung transplants annually as part of more than 600 
total organ transplants. Key collaborators include Bryan Whitson, MD, PhD, director 

of the Division of Cardiac Surgery and interim co-director of the Heart and Vascular Center, and Kukbin 
Choi, MD, surgical director of the lung transplant and ECMO program.

“In a study of 232 adults undergoing lung transplantation, we recently identified that the presence of a 
baseline preoperative swallowing impairment was associated with a five-fold increased odds of one-year 
mortality,” Dr. Plowman explains. “These recent data have led to changes in the preoperative clinical 
workup in approved adults awaiting organs here at Ohio State.”

As a result, comprehensive clinical swallowing evaluations conducted by the ARC Lab at the Eye and 
Ear Institute are now part of the standard preoperative care pathway for lung transplant candidates. 
These assessments enable early identification of high-risk patients and provide targeted education prior 
to transplantation. “Ultimately, we hope that our added inclusion in the clinical care team will improve 
patient outcomes,” Dr. Plowman notes.

Advancing neurosurgical and cardiothoracic research

The ARC Lab has also expanded into neurosurgical populations. Dr. Plowman is collaborating with 
Stephanus Viljoen, MD, assistant clinical professor in the Department of Neurological Surgery, on a 
National Institute on Aging–funded R01 study investigating predictors of dysphagia following anterior 
cervical discectomy and fusion (ACDF).

In parallel, ongoing funded research includes a National Institute of Nursing Research R01 clinical trial 
examining independent dysphagia risk factors after cardiac surgery. This work aims to develop and 
validate an evidence-based aspiration risk prediction algorithm, similar to prior efforts in amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, with the goal of translating findings into an open-access, real-time dysphagia risk 
calculator to guide triaged clinical care.

National and multicenter collaborations

Beyond Ohio State, the ARC Lab maintains robust national collaborations. Dr. Plowman is working with 
Katherine Hutcheson, PhD, CCC-SLP (MD Anderson Cancer Center), and Nicole  
Rogus-Pulia, PhD, CCC-SLP (University of Wisconsin-Madison), on a National 
Cancer Institute–funded dissemination and implementation trial.

Additional projects include a Department of Defense-funded study 
examining the safety and potential efficacy of metformin, a commonly 
used type 2 diabetes medication, for treating bulbar dysfunction in 
individuals with C9orf72 amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, in partnership 
with Laura Ranum, PhD, and James Wymer, MD, FAAN, at the 
University of Florida.

“We have a group of passionate individuals – clinician scientists,  
PhD students, and postdoctoral fellows – whose mission is to improve 
our understanding of the mechanisms that contribute to swallowing 
disorders across a wide range of patient populations,” Dr. Plowman says. 
“The goal is to develop effective and targeted treatments.”
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“

I am exceptionally proud of the ARC Lab’s expanding clinical and scientific 
impact. Dr. Plowman’s work exemplifies how rigorous translational research 
can directly reshape patient care, most notably through changes to lung 
transplant evaluation that address modifiable risk factors and improve 
outcomes. The ARC Lab’s integration into cardiothoracic and neurosurgical 
care pathways reflects our department’s commitment to interdisciplinary 
collaboration, innovation and improving the lives of patients with complex 
aerodigestive disorders.

– James Rocco, MD, PhD

Dr. Emily Plowman  
consulting with her patient
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Study aims to expand access to  
3D surgical modeling

Three-dimensional (3D) surgical modeling is emerging as 
a powerful tool to enhance precision, improve outcomes, 
and support surgical planning across complex oncologic 
procedures. Kyle VanKoevering, MD, is leading a major 
research effort to broaden access to this technology and 
demonstrate its clinical value through rigorous  
prospective study.

Scan here to  
read more 

Kyle VanKoevering, MD

Clinical trial explores new pathway to 
restoring hearing after vestibular 
schwannoma surgery

A multidisciplinary team in the Department of Otolaryngology 
– Head and Neck Surgery is leading an innovative clinical 
trial aimed at improving hearing outcomes for patients 
with vestibular schwannomas. These benign tumors often 
cause progressive hearing loss, and surgical removal – while 
lifesaving – frequently results in complete deafness in the 
affected ear. Historically, treatment options focused on routing 
sound to the opposite ear rather than restoring natural hearing. 
A new approach seeks to change that trajectory.

Scan here to  
read more

Department self-study identifies opportunities  
for strategic growth

At the direction of The Ohio State University College of Medicine, the Department of Otolaryngology 
– Head and Neck Surgery conducted a comprehensive self-study to assess departmental performance 
and identify opportunities for continued advancement. Although required for all academic units, the 
department’s 130-page submission was widely recognized as one of the most rigorous, well-organized 
and forward-looking reports completed this cycle. The findings affirmed that the department continues 
to operate at a nationally distinguished level across clinical care, research and education.

“Our goal was to view the department through a wide lens, taking an honest and comprehensive look at 
what we do exceptionally well and where we can further strengthen our programs,” says James Rocco, 
MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. “By engaging respected 
external reviewers who lead outstanding Otolaryngology departments, we sought insight that would 
validate our strengths, challenge us constructively and ensure that our future direction aligns with the 
highest national standards.”

Scan here to  
read more 

https://medicine.osu.edu/departments/otolaryngology/ent-annual-report/3d-surgical-modeling
https://medicine.osu.edu/departments/otolaryngology/ent-annual-report/vestibular-schwannoma-surgery
https://medicine.osu.edu/departments/otolaryngology/ent-annual-report/department-self-study


18  |    Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery 19  medicine.osu.edu/departments/otolaryngology    |

                                   RESEARCH AND INNOVATIONRESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Expanded vestibular research laboratory poised 
to advance fall-prevention science

A major expansion of the Vestibular Research Laboratory at the Ohio State Wexner Medical Center 
is accelerating efforts to quantify balance dysfunction and develop evidence-based tools to identify 
patients at heightened risk for falls, one of the leading causes of injury and mortality among older 
adults. The additional square footage, funded primarily by the Department of Otolaryngology – Head 
and Neck Surgery, has enabled laboratory director Daniel Merfeld, PhD, professor in the Department 
of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery, to install a new suite of advanced motion-testing platforms 
that significantly broaden the lab’s research capabilities.

“These upgrades allow us to investigate the interplay between vestibular decline, balance and falls in 
ways that simply were not possible before,” Dr. Merfeld explains. “Our previous equipment allowed us to 
measure only one degree of freedom at a time. With our newest systems we can measure three degrees 
of freedom, and with further expansion we anticipate the ability to measure all six.”

By enabling precise measurement of motion perception and vestibular precision, these technologies 
directly support the development of clinical fall-risk assessments and targeted interventions for older 
adults. Critically, this work has significant potential to reduce injuries, hospitalizations and loss of 
independence in at risk patients.

Technology to accelerate discovery

Since 2017, the vestibular lab has served as a central hub for NIH-funded basic and translational 
research. Prior studies from Dr. Merfeld’s group and collaborators demonstrated that vestibular 
degradation accelerates after age 40, and that nearly half of age-related balance decline is mediated by 
increases in roll-tilt thresholds, a key measure of vestibular precision.

To extend this work, the lab has begun collecting data from its Virtualis Motion VR 
system, which uses immersive virtual environments to assess balance, and two 
Moog motion platforms that facilitate detailed human perceptual testing. 
These systems enable investigations not previously possible with single-
axis platforms.

The next phase of the expansion centers on P3OSTURE (Portable 
Posturography Platform for Optimized Sensory Organization Testing, 
User-specific Rehabilitation, and Evaluation), a compact device 
initially designed for the U.S. Department of Defense to evaluate 
vestibular and sensory deficits in active-duty service members.

“Because we plan to use this device to study both balance 
and vestibular function, it will allow us to enhance our 
studies of balance as well as test techniques we’ve developed to 
improve our ability to measure tilt thresholds,” Dr. Merfeld says. 
“We’re about to launch a clinical trial testing these techniques among 
older adults, to see if improved vestibular precision improves balance and 
ultimately reduces falls.”

P3OSTURE’s small footprint also makes it suitable for deployment in clinical exam rooms, senior centers 
and community fall-screening programs, laying the groundwork for real-world clinical translation.

Studying vestibular function under hypoxic conditions

Another important addition to the laboratory is a custom-built Hypoxico Altitude Chamber equipped 
with dual Sierra 100 Altitude Generators and advanced sensor-driven control software capable of 
simulating altitudes up to 15,000 feet. This infrastructure enables controlled investigation of how mild 
hypoxia, similar to that experienced at 8,000 feet, affects balance and vestibular performance.

Dr. Merfeld, who collaborates with the Naval Medical Research Unit at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, 
notes that this system’s modular design maximizes space efficiency while providing the environmental 
precision required for high-quality research. Findings from this work are expected to clarify how 
altitude, respiratory disease or frequent air travel may influence fall risk in susceptible individuals.

Toward scalable clinical impact

The ultimate goal is to translate advanced vestibular science into accessible clinical tools that allow 
earlier identification of balance deficits and enable clinicians to intervene before falls occur. Such 
interventions have the potential to significantly reduce injury, preserve independence and improve 
quality of life for older adults.

With the completion of the vestibular lab 
expansion and full implementation of our new 
equipment, we anticipate being significantly 
closer to developing a clinical test that 
evaluates both balance and fall risk. And 
as smaller devices like P3OSTURE become 
more widely available, this test could be 
scalable to a doctor’s office, senior center 
or other facilities that conduct  
fall screenings.

– Daniel Merfeld, PhD

“ “
The Virtualis Motion VR and the 
Moog motion platform facilitate 
precise perceptual testing within the 
Vestibular Research Laboratory.
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FY 2025  
By the numbers
Providers: 

36 faculty

15 at Nationwide Children’s  
Hospital

APPs: 25* 

Audiologists: 43*

SLPs: 140*

Total encounters: 154,850*

Total surgeries: 16,469*

Total wRVUs: 434,442*

Cochlear implants: 229*

Sleep apnea  
surgical implants: 133

Free flap surgeries: 324
*Combined for Ohio State and Nationwide Children’s Hospital

CLINICAL PRACTICECLINICAL PRACTICE

Monthly esophageal disorders conference 
enhances patient care and strengthens  
cross-specialty collaboration

In January 2025, specialists from Otolaryngology, Gastroenterology, and Foregut Surgery at The Ohio 
State University Wexner Medical Center launched the Esophageal Disorders Conference, a monthly 
multidisciplinary forum designed to address complex conditions affecting the esophagus. What began as 
a small gathering has grown into a dynamic, highly collaborative group that is already improving patient 
care, fostering academic partnerships and enhancing training across multiple disciplines.

“Our three disciplines get together once a month and review 
difficult esophageal cases,” says Laura Matrka, MD, research director 
of Laryngology and clinical professor of Otolaryngology – Head and 
Neck Surgery. “The reason it’s a great thing is that the esophagus is this 
watershed area in medicine; most ENTs don’t quite go down that far, and most 
gastroenterologists don’t really view it as an area of interest. In radiology too, it falls 
between the abdominal specialists and the neuro or head-and-neck specialists.”

The initiative was launched by Megan Chan, MD, assistant clinical professor of Internal Medicine, and 
Jordan Burlen, MD, assistant clinical professor of Gastroenterology. Attendance has quickly grown 
from five to nine regular participants, with representation from multiple specialties and subspecialties 
who bring complementary perspectives to case discussions.

Improving care coordination and patient outcomes

The conference has already delivered notable improvements in clinical care. By jointly reviewing 
complex cases, physicians can more rapidly direct patients to the appropriate specialist, reducing 
delays and eliminating unnecessary referrals. “These collaborations within the medical field are 
directly resulting in more efficient and enhanced patient care,” Dr. Matrka explains.

The discussions have also increased awareness across specialties of the nuances and boundaries of 
esophageal care. Physicians are identifying cases that more closely align with another discipline’s 
expertise and coordinating care earlier in the process. This has led not only to better care pathways but 
also to productive new partnerships. Dr. Matrka describes managing a complex case alongside Kelly 
Haisley, MD, clinical associate professor of Surgery: “The patient had both a large paraesophageal 
hernia and an upper esophageal diverticulum. We were able to collaborate and take care of it in a single 
case, which doesn’t happen all that often.”

Expanding academic and training opportunities

In addition to improving care, the conference has generated what Dr. Matrka describes as valuable 
“academic offshoots.” These include cross-disciplinary presentations at national and regional meetings 
– for example, non-ENT specialists presenting at an ENT conference in Nevada – and expanded 
involvement of ENT faculty in local esophageal events. Fellows have also benefited, with GI trainees 
rotating through ENT clinics and vice versa, enhancing the educational exposure for both groups.

The conference has even provided Dr. Matrka a uniquely personal perspective. A family member’s 
case was presented and reviewed multiple times over several months. “I’ve witnessed first-hand what 
the patient side of it looks like, just seeing how her care has been affected, expedited and carefully 
considered by so many physicians. It’s been pretty incredible.”

The patient had both a large paraesophageal hernia 
and an upper esophageal diverticulum. We were able 
to collaborate and take care of it in a single case, 
which doesn’t happen all that often.

– Laura Matrka, MD

“ “
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The Division of Allergy and Immunology  
leads innovation in immunotherapy and 
personalized allergy care

The Division of Allergy and Immunology in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery 
continues to advance diagnostic and therapeutic options for patients with allergic disease, translating 
emerging evidence into comprehensive, individualized care. Under the leadership of Rekha Raveendran, 
MD, the division has further expanded its repertoire of immunotherapy modalities and positioned The 
Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center as a regional leader in allergy treatment.

“We’ve been offering subcutaneous immunotherapy (SCIT) for many years with great success,”  
Dr. Raveendran explains. “In the last couple of years, we’ve incorporated sublingual immunotherapy 
(SLIT) and intralymphatic immunotherapy (ILIT) into our practice with equally positive results. Having 
these three options available allows us to treat patients as young as age 4 in some cases.”

First academic center in the region to offer intralymphatic immunotherapy

Intralymphatic immunotherapy (ILIT) represents the most recent commercially available approach for 
patients with moderate to severe allergic disease seeking long-term, durable relief. ILIT involves three 
monthly ultrasound-guided injections of allergen extract directly into the inguinal lymph node. This 
protocol is significantly less time-intensive than SCIT or SLIT while remaining well-tolerated and 
highly effective.

“Because we’re the only medical center in the area and one of a limited 
number of facilities in the country to offer ILIT, we have patients who 
travel from as far as California to receive this treatment,” notes  
Dr. Raveendran.

The only center offering all three modalities of 
immunotherapy in the region

As the only medical center in the region offering SCIT, SLIT, and 
ILIT, the Ohio State Wexner Medical Center provides unmatched 
flexibility in tailoring care to individual patient needs.

“We meet patients where they are,” says Christopher Brooks, 
MD, allergy and immunology physician and vice chair of the 
immunotherapy committee of the American Academy of Allergy, 
Asthma & Immunology (AAAAI). “We discuss each protocol, 
explaining the pros and cons to help patients make informed 
decisions about their care.”

The three treatment modalities include:
•	 Subcutaneous immunotherapy (SCIT) – traditional and cluster
•	 Sublingual immunotherapy (SLIT)
•	 Intralymphatic immunotherapy (ILIT)

“Each therapy has its pros and cons,” Dr. Brooks adds. “For patients who don’t want to pay out of pocket, 
SCIT may be the best choice since it’s covered by most major insurance carriers. For those who don’t 
want to go through three to five years of treatment, ILIT may be the best option.”

“For our younger patients who don’t like shots, SLIT is a great alternative,” says Monica Kraft, MD, 
associate professor.

Advancing the future of allergy treatment through research and training

The division’s academic mission centers on improving outcomes and refining treatment pathways. 
Ongoing studies use validated surveys and patient-reported outcomes to assess responses to each 
immunotherapy modality.

“The data collected provides valuable insight on frequency and effectiveness,” Dr. Raveendran explains. 
“Studying patient responses in real time allows us to refine their therapy and further tailor treatment 
along the way.”

In parallel, division faculty are committed to training and expanding the skillset of the next generation of 
allergy specialists. Drs. Raveendran, Brooks, and Kraft provide hands-on teaching for physicians, fellows 
and medical students. “Because the allergy division is housed within the Department of Otolaryngology, 
we work with ENT trainees to give them exposure to this side of the department,” says Dr. Kraft, associate 
program director of the Allergy and Immunology Fellowship. “Through our association with Dr. 
Patterson and our partnership with Auni Allergy, we’re able to share our knowledge with our colleagues 
and the next generation of physicians, further extending our ability to help more people suffering from 
allergies.”

“I am particularly proud of the transformative growth within the Division of Allergy and Immunology 
over the last several years and now under the leadership of Dr. Rekha Raveendran, our recently recruited 
division director. Her extensive prior clinical operations experience has brought a pragmatic, patient-
centered perspective that has strengthened our clinical enterprise, expanded access to innovative 
therapies and further enhanced the operational efficiency of our allergy services,” says James Rocco, MD, 
PhD, chair of the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck surgery. “The division’s commitment 
to offering all three major forms of immunotherapy, combined with its emphasis on outcomes-driven 
research and comprehensive trainee education, reflects our broader departmental mission to deliver 
exceptional, evidence-based care.”

““

Photo above left: Rekha Raveendran, MD, explains immunotherapy benefits to a patient.

For patients who don’t want to pay out of pocket, 
SCIT may be the best choice since it’s covered by 
most major insurance carriers. For those who don’t 
want to go through three to five years of treatment, 
ILIT may be the best option. 
– Christopher Brooks, MD
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Multidisciplinary collaboration enhances  
lateral skull base surgery

Complex lateral skull base surgery demands exceptional coordination across surgical specialties.  
A long-standing partnership between Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery and Neurosurgery has 
evolved into a highly integrated model that elevates surgical precision, efficiency and patient outcomes. 
This collaboration is led by Oliver Adunka, MD, MBA, professor and director of the Division of Otology/
Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery, whose team works jointly with neurosurgery on more than 100 
lateral skull base operations each year.

“At Ohio State, we offer several different surgical approaches to skull base procedures, and you need a 
multidisciplinary team to take care of these patients as a well-oiled machine,” Dr. Adunka explains. “It 
takes a village for these surgeries, and our partnership is second to none.”

Lateral skull base approaches – accessing tumors or other pathologies through the temporal bone – 
require precise navigation around the ear, middle cranial fossa and posterior fossa structures. These 
approaches are used to treat acoustic neuroma, cerebrospinal fluid leaks, petrocival meningiomas, 
superior semicircular canal dehiscence, malignancies of the temporal bone and skull base, epidermoid 
tumors and a range of rare disorders.

A fully integrated surgical model

Although lateral skull base procedures typically involve multiple specialties, national practice patterns 
often divide the operation into discrete stages, with one team gaining access to the tumor and the other 
performing resection. At Ohio State, the model is deliberately more cohesive.

“Traditionally, work is divided so one team provides access to the tumor, and the other takes it out,” 
Dr. Adunka notes. “Our approach is a bit more different and more collaborative. We work on tumor 
dissection as a team. It’s not a division of labor, but more of a flexible approach.”

This approach allows both neurotology and neurosurgery teams to manage any element of the operation, 
stepping in seamlessly during complex dissection or reconstruction. “Four eyes are better than two,” 
Dr. Adunka emphasizes. “Our approach means more simultaneous work and better continuity between 
our tasks. It’s so seamless to work as a team that it’s our preference. For patients, this equates to more 
streamlined and higher-quality care.”

These half-day to full-day procedures are performed at The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer 
Center – Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute with additional 
involvement from radiation oncology, physical therapy, and other specialties. “This is a complex part of 
the body anatomically,” Dr. Adunka explains. “Each of us has a different skill set and combining them 
leads to synergistic results.”

“I view this collaboration as a model of how multidisciplinary integration elevates care for patients 
with the most complex skull base disorders” says James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of 
Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. “Under Dr. Adunka’s leadership, our program has developed an 
approach that seamlessly blends the expertise of our neurosurgery colleagues – including Drs. Lonser, 
Prevedello and Wu – with the strength of our neurotology faculty, Drs. Dodson, Schoo, Ren and Macielak. 

CLINICAL PRACTICECLINICAL PRACTICE

Dr. Oliver Adunka discusses care with a patient as part of Ohio State’s multidisciplinary approach  
to lateral skull base surgery, ensuring coordinated expertise for high-complexity cases.

This collective depth of experience creates an unparalleled environment for surgical precision, real-
time problem solving and coordinated care. It also offers an extraordinary training opportunity for our 
Neurotology fellow, whose exposure to such high-volume, highly integrated skull base surgery helps 
ensure that our Neurotology fellowship remains one of the most desirable programs in the country. 
Together, this partnership exemplifies our department’s commitment to innovation, teamwork and 
delivering the highest standard of care for patients with lateral skull base disease.”

Pediatric ENT collaboration expands 
access to specialized care in Toledo

In spring 2021, Nationwide Children’s Hospital partnered 
with St. Vincent Medical Center in Toledo to expand access to 
comprehensive pediatric specialty services. As part of this initiative, 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital established a robust pediatric 
otolaryngology (ENT) service line in Toledo, providing children and 
families with local access to advanced care – including a top-tier 
hearing program and some of the region’s first pediatric cochlear 
implant surgeries.

Scan here to 
read more

https://medicine.osu.edu/departments/otolaryngology/ent-annual-report/pediatric-ent-collaboration
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Welcome, new recruits

Elliana DeVore, MD, joins the Division of Laryngology 

The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery is thrilled to 
welcome Elliana DeVore, MD, to the Division of Laryngology. Dr. DeVore 
brings exceptional expertise in voice, airway and swallowing disorders, paired 
with a unique perspective shaped by her early career as a professional opera 
singer.

Her clinical focus includes neurogenic laryngeal disorders, early glottic cancer 
and complex airway anomalies. She is passionate about caring for professional 

voice users and performers, as well as providing gender-affirming voice services. Her background as a 
vocalist allows her to tailor treatment plans that respect both medical and performance needs.

Dr. DeVore collaborates closely with Ohio State’s multidisciplinary Voice Center – the only dedicated 
center of its kind in the region – where specialists work together to deliver comprehensive, coordinated 
care. This team-based approach ensures patients receive personalized treatment plans that address every 
aspect of vocal health, from technique and performance to underlying medical conditions.

Beyond clinical care, Dr. DeVore is an active researcher and educator. She has authored more than 25 
peer-reviewed articles and several book chapters in laryngology, serves on an international journal 
editorial board and mentors medical students through research projects. Her academic interests include 
validating patient-reported outcomes and advancing therapies for neurolaryngeal disorders.

We are excited to welcome Dr. DeVore and look forward to the impact her expertise and passion for voice 
will bring to our patients and programs.

Training and certifications
Medical school: Harvard Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts
Residency: Mass Eye and Ear/Harvard Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts
Fellowship: Laryngology, Mount Sinai Hospital, New York, New York

Robert Macielak, MD, joins the Division of Otology, Neurotology and 
Cranial Base Surgery 

The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery is proud to 
welcome Robert Macielak, MD, to the Division of Otology, Neurotology and 
Cranial Base Surgery. Dr. Macielak recently completed his fellowship in 
Otology, Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery at The Ohio State University 
Wexner Medical Center, where he trained under nationally recognized 
leaders in the field.

His clinical interests include chronic ear disease, hearing restoration, cochlear implantation and 
management of skull base disorders. Dr. Macielak is passionate about combining advanced surgical 
techniques with patient-centered care to improve hearing outcomes and quality of life.

In addition to clinical practice, Dr. Macielak is committed to advancing research and education in otology 
and neurotology. His fellowship experience at Ohio State has prepared him to deliver innovative care 
and collaborate across disciplines to meet the needs of patients with challenging ear and skull base 
conditions.

We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Macielak and look forward to the expertise and energy he brings to our 
otology and audiology programs.

Training and certifications
Medical school: The Ohio State University College of Medicine, Columbus, Ohio
Residency: Mayo Clinic College of Medicine and Science, Rochester, Minnesota
Fellowship: Otology, Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery – The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center

Victoria Nguyen, DO, joins the Division of Allergy

The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery is excited to welcome 
Victoria Nguyen, DO, to the Division of Allergy. Dr. Nguyen recently completed 
her fellowship in Allergy and Immunology at The Ohio State University 
Wexner Medical Center and Nationwide Children’s Hospital and now brings 
her expertise to our growing team. Her clinical interests include allergic 
rhinitis, asthma, eczema, food allergies and primary immunodeficiencies. 
She is passionate about immunotherapy as a cornerstone of care and works 
alongside a multidisciplinary team to provide individualized treatment plans 
that reflect each patient’s unique needs.

Her dedication to immunotherapy as a foundational element of care is 
evident, and she collaborates closely with a multidisciplinary team to develop 
personalized treatment plans that address the specific needs of each patient.

“Allergy care is about improving quality of life,” says Dr. Nguyen. “By tailoring 
evidence-based treatments to each patient, we can help them feel their best every day.” 
Her arrival strengthens the division’s mission to deliver innovative, patient-centered allergy care.

We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Nguyen and look forward to the expertise and energy she brings to our 
programs.

Training and certifications
Medical school: Western University of Health Sciences, Lebanon, Oregon
Residency: Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, Pennsylvania
Fellowship: Allergy and Immunology – The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center,  
Columbus, Ohio

CLINICAL PRACTICECLINICAL PRACTICE
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Welcome, new recruits

Rekha Raveendran, MD, named division director of Allergy and 
Immunology 

The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery proudly 
welcomes Rekha Raveendran, MD, as the new division director of 
Allergy and Immunology. A board-certified allergist and immunologist, 
Dr. Raveendran brings over a decade of experience in managing allergic 
conditions and immune disorders, with a strong focus on personalized care 
and education.

Dr. Raveendran focuses on allergic rhinitis, nasal polyps and food allergies, with a 
strong interest in immunotherapy as a key treatment. Under her leadership, the division 
will continue to offer all three major immunotherapy options, subcutaneous (SCIT), sublingual (SLIT) 
and intralymphatic (ILIT), making The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center the only center in 
Columbus to provide this full spectrum of care. Her vision emphasizes tailoring therapy to each patient’s 
lifestyle and goals, ensuring access to innovative protocols that improve outcomes and quality of life.

Beyond clinical practice, Dr. Raveendran is deeply committed to advancing education and research. She 
has helped develop curriculum for allergy fellows and continues to lecture on coding, billing and best 
practices in immunotherapy. Her leadership will strengthen collaboration across subspecialties and 
expand opportunities for innovation in allergy care.

We are excited for Dr. Raveendran’s expertise and patient-centered approach to shape the future of our 
allergy division. 

Training and certifications
Medical school: Northeast Ohio Medical University, Rootstown, Ohio 
Residency: Internal Medicine, The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, Ohio 
Fellowship: Allergy and Immunology, The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, Ohio 

Jeffrey Steitz, MD, joins the Division of Facial Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery 

The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery is 
excited to welcome Jeffrey Steitz, MD, to the Division of Facial Plastic 
and Reconstructive Surgery. Dr. Steitz is double board certified in 
Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery and Facial Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery, bringing advanced expertise in aesthetic and 
reconstructive procedures.

His clinical interests include primary and revision rhinoplasty, complex nasal reconstruction and 
facial rejuvenation surgery. Known for his meticulous approach and innovative techniques, Dr. Steitz 
is passionate about helping patients achieve both functional and aesthetic goals, particularly in 
challenging revision cases.

Dr. Steitz completed his fellowship in Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago after residency training at the University of Louisville. He now brings that experience 
to Ohio State, where he will expand access to advanced facial plastic care and collaborate with 
colleagues across subspecialties.

We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Steitz and look forward to the expertise and artistry he brings to our 
Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery program.

Training and certifications
• Medical school: St. Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri
• Residency: University of Louisville School of Medicine, Louisville, Kentucky
• Fellowship: Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery – University of Illinois at Chicago

CLINICAL PRACTICECLINICAL PRACTICE
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Top-ranked Otolaryngology Residency  
Program leverages advanced technology to 
support training 

For the fourth consecutive year, the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and 
Neck Surgery residency program has been recognized among the nation’s elite, 
earning a top-five position in the Doximity national rankings. In 2025, the 
program rose to No. 4, further affirming its reputation as a leader in high-
volume surgical experience, rigorous academic training and innovative 
educational design.

“Our residency is a great combination of an excellent surgical program 
with high volume and great facilities that’s matched with great residents,” 
says Nolan Seim, MD, MBA, FACS, associate professor and microvascular 
surgeon in the Division of Head and Neck Oncology and director of medical 
student education. “We recruit some of the best students across the country. 
We have a really strong group of 25 residents, which is relatively big for an 
otolaryngology program. But despite that, they’re a really close-knit group – 
good friends, great colleagues and mentors to one another.”

In addition to strong recruitment and an accomplished faculty, the program  
continues to expand its use of advanced technology to elevate training.

Harnessing 3D modeling to enhance education and patient care

A core innovation is the work of Kyle VanKoevering, MD, associate professor and faculty director of the 
Medical Modeling, Materials and Manufacturing (M4) Laboratory. The M4 Lab brings together clinicians 
and engineers to develop high-fidelity surgical models that support both patient care and resident 
education.

“Our clinicians and engineers work hand-in-hand to bring innovative solutions to life not only for 
education of our trainees but also for patient care,” Dr. VanKoevering explains. These collaborations 
allow for rapid prototyping and the creation of models used in programs such as the Difficult Airway 
Response Team (DART), where 3D-printed airway models help trainees better understand clinical 
scenarios and refine their procedural skills.

ALT-VISION: advancing surgical anatomy through high-fidelity simulation

Another cornerstone of the program’s educational infrastructure is the Anatomy Laboratory Toward 
Visuospatial Surgical Innovation in Otolaryngology and Neurosurgery (ALT-VISION). This research 
and education laboratory provides residents and visiting researchers with the opportunity to work on 
cadaveric specimens using 3D neuronavigation technology to refine surgical techniques and investigate 
anatomic questions.

 Nolan Seim, MD, MBA, FACS

Professor Brad deSilva, MD, – residency program director, laryngology fellowship 
director, division director of laryngology and vice chair for Education

                                    EDUCATIONEDUCATION

FY 2025  
By the numbers

Number of residents: 25 

60% male; 40% female

Number of fellows: 11

Number of specialty fellowships: 8

Allergy and Immunology

Facial Plastic and  
Reconstructive Surgery

Head and Neck Oncology

Laryngology

Neurotology

Pediatric Otolaryngology

Skull Base Surgery

Voice
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The ALT-VISION lab is co-directed by Ricardo Carrau, MD, professor of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck 
Surgery, and Daniel Prevedello, MD, professor of Neurosurgery.

Dr. Seim emphasizes the importance of this environment: “The cadaveric models and dissections are 
performed to shore up the 3D anatomy and surgical skills that young surgical trainees need. They can 
do this without blood, time pressure, faculty, anesthesia and all the other aspects of the operating room. 
They really use it to hone their surgical anatomy skills and knowledge.”

Comprehensive training supported by simulation, technology and academic Engagement

Simulation-based training remains central to the residency’s curriculum. Residents participate in 
airway simulation at Nationwide Children’s Hospital, temporal bone simulation for drilling techniques, 
and extensive 3D-printed model training through the DART program. These tools reinforce anatomic 
understanding, procedural proficiency, and decision-making under controlled conditions.

“What I want people to know is that we take great pride in our residents leaving this program well-
trained and ready to take care of patients,” Dr. Seim says. “There’s nothing that makes us happier or 
prouder than when one of our trainees goes out to another program and we hear from their colleagues or 
their leadership or their patients that they’re just doing an exceptional job and that they’re having a big 
impact in their hospital system.”

Since the expansion of our residency complement to 5 residents per year, 80% of 
our trainees have sought fellowship training following their residency graduation. 
All of these educational advances and simulation opportunities are designed to 
provide top-notch training for all resident physicians, allowing them to be the 
best clinicians and surgeons for their future communities, no matter what type of 
practice they have in the future.

— Brad deSilva, MD, residency program director, Laryngology Fellowship  
director and vice chair for Education

James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery, says, 
 “I am tremendously proud of the strength and national reputation of our residency program. Its 
sustained top-tier ranking reflects the dedication of our residency director, Professor Brad deSilva, 
faculty, the exceptional caliber of our trainees and our department’s commitment to investing in the 
most advanced educational platforms available. The integration of technology – from 3D modeling to 
neuronavigation-based cadaveric research – combined with the mentorship of faculty leaders such as Dr. 
Carrau, Dr. Seim, and Dr. VanKoevering, ensures that our trainees graduate fully prepared to excel. This 
program stands as a defining example of our mission to deliver the highest-quality education, clinical 
care and academic innovation.”

Department of Otolaryngology – Head and 
Neck Surgery launches Resident and Fellow 
Endowment Fund 

The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery has long taken pride in its exceptional 
training programs and the success of its graduates. The residency program has ranked among the top 
five nationally by Doximity for four consecutive years, achieving a No. 4 ranking this year – reflecting 
national recognition of its educational strength, clinical rigor and culture of mentorship.

In summer 2025, the department advanced its commitment to educational excellence by establishing the 
Resident and Fellow Endowment Fund, a dedicated resource designed to enhance training experiences 
across all levels of graduate medical education. With a programmatic budget of approximately $180,000, 
the fund will support wellness initiatives, participation in national conferences, dissection and 
simulation courses, visiting professorships, leadership development opportunities and other activities 
essential to preparing future leaders in the field.

“This fund will help support new educational initiatives, including simulation training, dissection 
courses and leadership retreats, providing enhanced opportunities for our resident physicians to 
build skills in all areas of medicine,” says Brad deSilva, MD, residency program director, Laryngology 
Fellowship director and vice chair for Education.

The department invites supporters to contribute to the establishment of 
this endowment. Every gift – regardless of size – directly supports the 
Resident and Fellow Endowment Fund and helps ensure that the next 
generation of otolaryngologists receives world-class training.

“ “
Our 2025 graduating residents: Zachary Huttinger, MD, PhD; Daniel Hall, MD; Ryan Ivancic, MD; 
Peter Lancione, MD; Yufan Lin, MD

To make a  
gift scan the  
QR code

https://giveto.osu.edu/makeagift/details/317946?fund=317946
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Newly renovated surgical skills lab becomes a 
central hub for advanced surgical training

The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery has strengthened its educational 
infrastructure with the March 2025 renovation of the Surgical Skills Lab, now serving as a centralized hub 
for hands-on training across all divisions. While the space was originally designed to enhance otologic 
and neurotologic education, it has already supported rhinology training, with additional expansion 
planned as new curricula evolve. The revitalized lab provides a modern, high-fidelity environment where 
residents, fellows and medical students acquire the advanced technical skills essential to contemporary 
otolaryngologic practice.

To reinforce educational continuity and maximize the utility of the space, the Division of Otology, 
Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery launched structured monthly training sessions shortly after the 
renovation. “As part of our commitment to advancing resident education, we’ve introduced an engaging 
and dynamic monthly curriculum designed to immerse trainees in cutting-edge surgical techniques,” 
says Desi Schoo, MD, assistant professor and neurotologist leading these initiatives. “Our hands-on 
sessions not only refine technical skills but also foster innovation and collaboration, empowering 
students to experience the excitement of real-world surgery in a state-of-the-art environment.”

The renovated lab features 12 fully equipped workstations, each with surgical microscopes, otologic drills, 
operative instruments and dedicated monitors capable of displaying the microscopic field. An expanded 
audiovisual system – fully integrated with Cisco teleconferencing capabilities – supports remote 
participation and interactive didactics, enhancing opportunities for collaboration with external faculty 
and industry partners.

The use of cadaveric temporal bone specimens, sourced through Ohio State’s Body Donation Program, 
provides unmatched anatomic fidelity. “Cadaver specimens are the highest fidelity anatomic model that 
we have in surgery,” Dr. Schoo explains. “We get to use human ears and practice performing surgery just 
like we would in the operating room. It’s really a unique experience for surgical trainees.”

Industry partners regularly participate in training sessions, offering exposure to new surgical 
technologies and device demonstrations. Trainees have worked with emerging drill systems, cochlear 
and osseointegrated implant platforms, automated cochlear implant insertion devices and bone cement 
materials used in ossicular reconstruction. “We’re trying to make it more than just exposure to the 
surgical dissections,” Dr. Schoo says. “We’re engaging with some of the equipment and devices that are 
available to us in the operating room as well.”

The lab’s versatility has drawn interest from divisions across the department. “There’s potential for 
expansion within our own department and utilization of that space within the other subspecialties. Not 
just neurosurgery, but facial plastic surgery, as well,” says Robert Macielak, MD. The facility has already 
supported rhinology-specific educational sessions, and the department anticipates substantial growth in 
cross-disciplinary use.

Future plans include hosting regional and national temporal bone “boot camp” courses and expanding 
industry collaboration for research and device development. Dr. Schoo expresses his enthusiasm for these 
opportunities: “We’re immensely proud of the lab that we have and the work 
that’s been put into it. We’re very grateful for the effort and backing from 
the department to truly utilize it to its maximum potential.”

Dr. Macielak adds that ongoing philanthropic partnership is 
essential: “One of the main goals that Dr. Schoo and I have 
is to make sure we have a regular supply of specimens for 
the residents, and that does incur some cost and effort. If 
people feel inclined to donate to the department, they might 
consider donating specifically to this worthwhile endeavor.”

“The combination of high-fidelity anatomic models, cutting-
edge technology, and close collaboration with industry 
partners offers a training experience that few programs 
nationwide can match. This investment ensures that our 
trainees develop the skill, confidence, and technical mastery 
required for excellence in the operating room,” says James 
Rocco, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Otolaryngology — 
Head and Neck Surgery.
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Photo at right: Dr. Desi Schoo demonstrates a cochlear implant 
simulation.

Students in the newly remodeled Surgical Skills Lab enhance their training with hands-on opportunities.
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Faculty leadership transition:  
Matthew Old, MD

Over the past year, the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and 
Neck Surgery marked an important leadership transition with the 
appointment of Matthew Old, MD, as chair of the Department 
of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery at the University of 
Washington, where he will also hold the Allison T. Wanamaker 
Endowed Chair in Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery.

Dr. Old has served Ohio State with distinction as the David E. and 
Carole Schuller Chair and Professor of Otolaryngology – Head 
and Neck Surgery, division director of Head and Neck Surgery and 
medical director of the Head and Neck Service Line. In these roles, he 
led one of the nation’s largest and most integrated head and neck surgery 
programs, advancing multidisciplinary collaboration across OSUCCC 
– James and Nationwide Children’s Hospital. His leadership contributed to 
sustained growth in complex oncologic surgery, microvascular reconstruction  
and skull base procedures, alongside continued emphasis on quality, safety  
and patient outcomes.

                        LEADERSHIP AND RECOGNITIONLEADERSHIP AND RECOGNITION 

Matthew Old, MD

In addition to his clinical and administrative leadership, Dr. 
Old made enduring contributions to education and mentorship. 
He founded the International Head and Neck Microvascular Fellow 
Bootcamp and the Head and Neck Service Line Retreat, initiatives 
that strengthened surgical training, multidisciplinary engagement and 
strategic alignment. His mentorship has influenced the development  
of numerous residents and fellows who have progressed to academic  
and clinical leadership roles nationwide.

Dr. Old’s academic work spans clinical and translational research in head and neck cancer, 
immunotherapy and precision medicine, with more than 150 peer-reviewed publications. He has also 
served in multiple national leadership roles within the American Head and Neck Society and as a long-
standing examiner for the American Board of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery.

In addition to his outstanding clinical, educational and leadership accomplishments, Dr. Old has been 
a passionate supporter of Pelotonia, the annual cycling event dedicated to raising funds for cancer 
research at OSUCCC – James. He is one of the few who’s ridden every mile of every Pelotonia, from its 
inaugural year in 2009, a total of more than 2,500 miles. His consistent participation in Pelotonia reflects 
his commitment to advancing cancer care not only through his professional work but also through 
community engagement. Dr. Old’s presence at Pelotonia has inspired colleagues, trainees and patients 
alike, demonstrating his dedication to the fight against cancer both inside and outside the hospital. 

While we are sorry to see Dr. Old depart Ohio State, we are excited for this next chapter in his career 
and grateful for the lasting impact of his leadership, scholarship and mentorship. His appointment as 
department chair reflects the strength of his individual contributions and underscores the department’s 
broader role in preparing faculty for senior leadership positions at leading academic medical centers.

As we look to the future of our department, it is with great enthusiasm that we announce Stephen Kang, 
MD, as the new division director of Head and Neck Surgery. Previously, Dr. Kang has served as a clinical 
professor in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery and director of the Head and 
Neck Oncologic Surgery and Microvascular Reconstruction Fellowship, where he has built a strong 
reputation as a highly skilled surgeon and dedicated educator.

Stephen Kang, MD, with patient

We welcome Dr. Kang into his new role and 
extend our gratitude to Dr. Old for his many 
years of dedicated service, wishing him  
continued success as he embarks on this 
next chapter.
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Andreas Wieland, PhD, MSc, appointed 
translational advocate for the Head and Neck 
Research Group   

This spring, Andreas Wieland, PhD, MSc, was appointed translational advocate for the Head and Neck 
Research Group within the Clinical Trials Office at OSUCCC – James. His appointment reflects a growing 
institutional priority to strengthen the bridge between laboratory discovery and clinical investigation in 
head and neck cancer.

As a cutting-edge researcher in immunology and HPV-related head and neck squamous cell carcinoma, 
Dr. Wieland brings deep scientific expertise to this new role. He also serves as a member of the Pelotonia 
Institute for Immuno-Oncology (PIIO), a comprehensive bench-to-bedside research initiative focused 
on harnessing the body’s immune system to fight cancer at all levels, from prevention to treatment and 
survivorship. His background in tumor immunology and viral-associated malignancies is especially 
timely as immunotherapies and immune-based clinical trials continue to expand across all oncology, 
including head and neck. This perspective ensures that emerging clinical studies in head and neck 
cancer are grounded in the latest mechanistic understanding and aligned with the rapidly evolving 
landscape of immune-driven cancer therapeutics.

Dr. Wieland is a member of the Translational Therapeutics Program at the OSUCCC – James and serves as 
an assistant professor in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. In his new role, he 
will serve as a central liaison connecting clinicians designing clinical trials with laboratory researchers 
whose work may inform or complement emerging therapeutic approaches.

The goal is to take advantage of the large patient volume 
that we have at The James and use it to expand our 
research opportunities. By connecting clinicians who 
are doing clinical trials with people in the lab who have 
expertise and may be studying the biology of a pathway 
that’s being inhibited, for example, the hope is that there 
will be some cross-fertilization. 
– Andreas Wieland, PhD, MSc

As part of a broader institutional effort, each disease-specific research group nominated a translational 
research advocate. The advocates meet monthly to discuss ongoing trials, identify operational challenges 
and share solutions. “It’s interesting because we can share problems and others can tell us they’ve 
encountered something similar but explain how they’ve solved it,” Wieland notes. “I think it actually 
helps identify more systemic issues, but also, hopefully, gives some ideas for how to solve them.”

Dr. Wieland anticipates that the role will be most impactful during the early stages of clinical trial 
development. “Getting input from researchers early on in the process, before the protocol is written, 
so they can help inform early on what samples could potentially be obtained and when, will be really 
crucial,” he says. “I hope this lends itself to huge opportunities for collaboration.”

“I am delighted to see Dr. Wieland take on this important leadership role,” says James Rocco, MD, 
PhD, chair. “His combination of scientific rigor, immunologic expertise and collaborative approach 
positions him uniquely well to strengthen the connections between our clinician-investigators and 
our research laboratories. His appointment enhances our capacity to design impactful, biologically 
informed clinical trials and reflects our department’s broader commitment to accelerating progress 
through integrated, multidisciplinary discovery.”

Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck 
Surgery earns continued recognition on 
U.S. News & World Report rankings

The Ohio State Wexner Medical Center’s Department of Otolaryngology – Head and 
Neck Surgery continues to be recognized among the nation’s top programs, ranking 
15th in the country in this year’s U.S. News & World Report Best Hospitals list. The medical center 
achieved national rankings in nine of 15 specialties, with four additional areas designated as “high-
performing.”

Leading the department’s ranking efforts are Vinay Rathi, MD, MBA, and Lauren Miller, MD, 
MBA, assistant professors of otolaryngology who have driven a systematic, data-informed 
approach to performance improvement. “The ranking is an important way for us as a 
department to communicate to our patients and our peers the quality of care that we 
provide,” Dr. Rathi notes. “We are fortunate that our historically strong ranking has 
recently improved to better reflect the excellent care we provide.”

Dr. Miller adds, “Working on this project has allowed us to demonstrate our 
department’s commitment to sustaining the exceptional standards we’re 
known for. Our continuous enhancements are the result of a thoughtful 
and strategic approach, undertaken for the benefit of our patients as well 
as our institution and peers.”

Photos at right: Lauren Miller, MD, MBA and Vinay Rathi, MD, MBA

“ “
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Department achievements: faculty leadership  
and national impact   

The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery continues to distinguish itself through 
exceptional clinical care, rigorous academic contributions and a culture of service to the specialty. This 
year, our faculty earned prominent leadership positions across national professional organizations – 
reflecting the department’s growing influence and its longstanding commitment to advancing education, 
research and innovation in otolaryngology. 

These achievements highlight the depth of talent within the department and the continued trust placed 
in our faculty by peers nationwide. Their leadership strengthens professional standards, shapes national 
policy and enhances training across the field.

Awards and distinguished achievements

•	 Moataz Abouammo, MD, received the prestigious Rhoton Award at NASBS for skull base  
anatomy research.

•	 Christopher Brooks, MD, was named assistant chair on the AAAAI Immunotherapy Committee.

•	 Brad deSilva, MD

- Elected council member and president-elect to the Otolaryngology Program Directors Organization.

- Triologic thesis accepted; inducted into The Triological Society May 2025.

•	 Charles Elmaraghy, MD, received the Career Contribution Award at the 2024 Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital Physician Recognition Awards.

•	 Kris Jatana, MD, was named medical director of Quality at Nationwide Children’s Hospital.

•	 Stephen Kang, MD, was named chair of Education for the AHNS Reconstruction Section.

•	 Leslie Kim, MD, MPH, was elected to the AAFPRS Board of Directors Nominating Committee. 

•	 Monica Kraft, MD 

- Appointed vice chair for the New Allergist Immunologist Assembly (NAIA).

- Appointed vice chair for the AAAAI Woman’s Health in A/I Committee.

- Appointed vice chair of the AAAAI Sport, Exercise and Fitness Committee.

•	 Daniel Merfeld, PhD, was named member of the American Physiological Society (APS Science Policy) 
Committee.

•	 Matthew Old, MD

- Appointed chair of AHNS Reconstruction Section and chair of AHNS Task Force for  
Quality and Value.

- Elected to a three-year term as secretary of the AHNS.

•	 Emily Plowman, PhD, received the 2024 ASHA Excellence in Clinical Research Recognition Award.

•	 Apoorva Ramaswamy, MD

- Received the 2024 James Physician Patient Champion Award.

- Serving on the HHS Chronic Disease Task Force for Cancer Survivorship.

•	 Vinay Rathi, MD, MBA was appointed to the Physician Payment Policy (3P) Workgroup of the 
American Academy of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery/Foundation (AAO-HNS/F).

•	 James Rocco, MD, PhD

- Selected to serve a second three-year term as the chair of the American Head and Neck Society 
Foundation (AHNSF).

- Elected to the Nominating Committee of the American Academy of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck 
Surgery (AAO-HNS).

•	 Nolan Seim, MD, MBA

- Appointed co-chair of AHNS Mentorship Committee for the Reconstruction Section.

- Received Courage to Teach Award from the Ohio State College of Medicine.

These physicians from the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery were named Castle 
Connolly Top Doctors for 2025: Oliver Adunka, MD; Amit Agrawal, MD; Ricardo Carrau, MD; Tendy 
Chiang, MD; Brad deSilva, MD; Edward Dodson, MD; Charles Elmaraghy, MD; L. Arick Forrest, MD; 
Mitchell Grayson, MD; Jonathan Grischkan, MD; Kris Jatana, MD; Stephen Kang, MD; Leslie Kim, MD; 
Monica Kraft, MD; Meredith Lind, MD; Prashant Malhotra, MD; Laura Matrka, MD; Matthew Old, MD; 
Bradley Otto, MD; Enver Ozer, MD; James W. Rocco, MD, PhD; James Ruda, MD; Minka Schofield, MD; 
Nolan Seim, MD, Kara Wada, MD; Patrick Walz, MD; and Gregory Wiet, MD. 

A department defined by service and leadership

Collectively, these accomplishments represent far more than individual honors. 
They highlight a department-wide culture in which faculty continually extend their 
influence beyond institutional boundaries to shape national conversations, elevate 
practice standards and mentor the next generation of leaders.

Our faculty’s expertise – in clinical care, research, education and professional 
service – reinforces the department’s standing as a premier academic program. 
Their contributions ensure that Ohio State remains at the forefront of advancing 
the science and practice of otolaryngology.
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Matthew Old, MD, and the team of medical 
professionals in Malindi, Kenya.

Global Otolaryngology outreach:  
building sustainable care in Kenya and  
the Dominican Republic   

Two physicians in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery are advancing an 
ambitious vision for global surgical outreach centered not only on direct patient care but on capacity 
building, mentorship and long-term impact. Through sustained engagement in Kenya and the Dominican 
Republic, Matthew Old, MD, and Edward Dodson, MD, are strengthening local otolaryngology expertise 
and expanding access to high-quality ear, nose and throat care in underserved regions.

Advancing surgical training in kenya

Dr. Old, former professor and director of the Division of Head and Neck Oncologic Surgery, recently 
completed his third medical mission trip to Malindi, Kenya, a coastal city of 120,000 people. He joined 
a multidisciplinary team of approximately 30 medical professionals from across the United States. Each 
mission focuses on performing head and neck surgeries while helping Kenyan surgeons enhance their 
surgical proficiency.

During the two-week mission, the team treated roughly 200 adults and children. Patients traveled 
from across Kenya, including from Nairobi (nearly a 10-hour drive). “Doctors from across the country 
accompanied their patients to observe surgeries and learn from our team,” Dr. Old notes. “Now, those 
same specialists are developing a head and neck surgery fellowship at Kenyatta University in Nairobi 
based on what they’ve learned.”

Dr. Old and his colleagues plan to continue supporting the development of the new fellowship through 
educational materials, return visits and virtual teaching sessions. “We’re really watching the specialty 
progress before our eyes,” he says.

“ “This year, we were able to take on more complex cases because the local ENT 
community is ready and eager to build on skills we taught them previously. 
They now have the expertise to perform routine surgeries for thyroid disease, 
for example, so that we could focus more on advanced tumor resections and 
reconstruction techniques.

– Matthew Old, MD

A 30-year commitment in the Dominican Republic

A parallel commitment to sustainable care has shaped Dr. Dodson’s decades-long work in the 
Dominican Republic, where he has helped transform local training in ear surgery and expand access to 
otolaryngology services.

Dr. Dodson first traveled to the Dominican Republic in 1996 while completing his fellowship at the 
University of Virginia. Working with his mentor, Dr. Paul Lambert, he was part of a mission that 
provided surgical training at a small hospital outside Santo Domingo. One of the local physicians, Dr. 
Robert Batista, expressed a deep desire to learn otologic surgery to better serve his community. Their 
partnership has since become the foundation of a longstanding collaboration that has significantly 
advanced ENT care throughout the country.

Today, the Dominican Republic has three ENT residency programs, up from one in the 1990s, graduating 
at least six specialists each year. Dr. Dodson has developed close working relationships with all three 
programs and has personally helped train 39 residents to date.

In 2000, he founded Project EAR, a nonprofit organization that supports mission work through donated 
supplies and funding for travel. Dr. Dodson typically visits the Dominican Republic two or three times per 
year. One trip is dedicated solely to teaching medical students and residents, while the others focus on 
clinical care and surgical training. These trips bring together teams of anesthesiologists, ENT residents 
and fellows, nurses, surgical technologists and other volunteers from Ohio State and partner institutions. 
During each one-week visit, they perform 25 to 30 major ear procedures.

“It’s so gratifying to see the specialty grow over the years and see the good work surgeons are doing in the 
Dominican Republic,” Dr. Dodson reflects. “The quality of training continues to improve, and the faculty 
members are very dedicated to moving ENT practice forward.”

Inspiring the next generation

Both physicians note that global outreach has an important secondary effect: inspiring future surgeons. 
“When we’re recruiting medical students to our residency program, all we have to do is mention these 
trips and applicants immediately want to know more,” Dr. Dodson says. “It’s a real point of connection. 
There just aren’t many training programs that offer experiences like this.”

“I am deeply proud of the sustained global outreach led by Dr. Old and Dr. Dodson. Their commitment to 
building local expertise, elevating surgical training and improving access to high-quality care exemplifies 
the highest values of our department,” says James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair. “These important efforts not 
only transform the lives of patients abroad but also enrich the education of our trainees and strengthen 
the global footprint of our specialty. Their work demonstrates the profound impact that long-term 
partnerships and shared learning can achieve in advancing otolaryngology worldwide.”
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Give to the future of ENT
The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck 
Surgery is dedicated to improving lives through 
research and education. Our efforts have led to many 
advancements, including an improved understanding 
of language development in children with hearing loss 
and groundbreaking findings in the underlying factors 
contributing to head and neck cancer.

If you’re interested in supporting our ongoing efforts, 
consider giving to the Schuller Endowment Fund. 
Honoring our former department chair, David E. Schuller, 
MD, the fund provides resources for research initiatives, 
helps us recruit the best scientists and enables important 
patient care improvements. For more details, go to  
give.osu.edu/supportENT.
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	I am grateful to our faculty, trainees and staff for their professionalism and collective effort, which continue to position the department for long-term success.
	Clinical care
	Clinical care remained a central focus in 2025, with sustained attention to quality, outcomes, access and operational reliability. 
	 

	To meet continued demand, we welcomed several outstanding new clinicians: Dr. Elliana DeVore (Laryngology), Dr. Robert Macielak (Otology, Neurotology, and Cranial Base Surgery), Dr. Victoria Nguyen (Allergy and Immunology), Dr. Rekha Raveendran (division director, Allergy and Immunology) and Dr. Jeffrey Steitz (Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery). Each brings unique expertise that further strengthens our clinical and academic programs.
	Within the Head and Neck Surgery Division, we extend our best wishes to Dr. Matthew Old as he begins his new role as chair of the Department of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery at the University of Washington, where he also holds the Allison T. Wanamaker Endowed Chair. We are pleased to share that Dr. Stephen Kang has assumed the role of division director for Head and Neck Surgery.
	In collaboration with the College of Medicine, Dr. Lauren Miller and Dr. Vinay Rathi led a data-driven initiative to improve mortality, length-of-stay and discharge-to-home metrics. This work contributed meaningfully to improved clinical performance and supported the department’s No. 15 national ranking in U.S. News & World Report. 
	Multidisciplinary collaboration remains a hallmark of our clinical enterprise. Integrated skull base surgery, a monthly esophageal disorders conference and an innovative allergy and immunology division exemplify our commitment to patient-centered, team-based care. Programmatic advances included support for the Dysphagia Program and launch of a new clinical trial, expansion of intralymphatic immunotherapy and improved patient access.
	Education and research
	Education and research remained core strengths in 2025. The residency program advanced from No. 5 to No. 4 in the Doximity rankings, reflecting sustained investment in trainee education and mentorship. The department also achieved a Blue Ridge Institute for Medical Research ranking of No. 18, underscoring its growing national research profile.
	Research productivity reached its highest level to date. Total awards exceeded $10.1 million, including $6.5 million in NIH funding. The department maintained 37 active grants (28 NIH), supported 27 active clinical trials across cancer and non-cancer indications, and achieved a record 255 peer-reviewed publications.
	Looking forward, a key strategic initiative is pursuit of an NIH R25 research training grant led by Dr. Emily Plowman and Dr. Oliver Adunka. This effort will strengthen research training infrastructure, expand resident research opportunities and support planned residency program growth.
	 

	The Surgical Skills Laboratory was comprehensively updated, with active course planning underway to support simulation-based education and professional development.
	Service and philanthropy
	Service and global engagement remain integral to the department’s mission and provide exceptional educational opportunities for trainees. Global outreach efforts in Kenya and the Dominican Republic, led by Drs. Old and Dodson, continue to build sustainable care partnerships while exposing residents and fellows to diverse health care environments and complex pathology.
	 
	 

	Philanthropy plays a critical role in supporting education and service. In 2025, the department established a new Resident Education Fund to enhance the trainee experience through support for national meeting travel, educational courses, leadership development programs and resident-driven educational initiatives – ensuring broad access to academic and professional opportunities.
	Leadership and Recognition 
	Our faculty remain deeply engaged in leadership and professional service. Many were named to leadership roles within national and international organizations during 2025, reflecting the department’s influence across the specialty. Numerous faculty were also recognized among Castle Connolly Top Doctors. Additional highlights are detailed on page 40 of this report.
	The progress achieved in 2025 reflects the collective efforts of our faculty, trainees and staff and provides a strong foundation for continued advancement.
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	Total Awards: $10,385,359  
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	Using liquid biomarkers and circulating tumor DNA to improve outcomes for HPV-related HNSCC 
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	Advancing precision detection and treatment
	Head and neck cancers remain challenging to diagnose, monitor and treat because traditional tools – physical examination, imaging, and tissue biopsy – can be limited by sensitivity, specificity and invasiveness. Liquid biopsy technologies offer a transformative, noninvasive alternative, particularly for HPV-related head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HPV-related HNSCC), a disease that continues to rise in incidence.
	At Ohio State, clinicians and scientists in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery are leading efforts to develop liquid biomarker andcirculating tumor DNA (ctDNA)-based tools to improve detection, guide therapy and enhance survivorship for patients with HPV-associated cancers.
	 
	 
	 

	“HPV-positive head and neck cancers are on the rise. Patients are often younger when diagnosed and respond remarkably well to treatment, producing a growing population of long-term survivors living with treatment-related side effects,” says Catherine Haring, MD, assistant professor. “Our goal is to determine whether liquid biomarkers can personalize treatment and ultimately improve survival and quality of life for these patients.”
	The scientific promise of liquid biomarkers
	Liquid biopsies provide real-time molecular information from a simple, repeatable blood draw. By capturing tumor-derived DNA shed through apoptosis or necrosis, ctDNA reflects the biology of the entire tumor rather than a single biopsy site.
	Compared with PET/CT or tissue biopsy – both subject to false positives, false negatives or sampling limitations – ctDNA is more sensitive, more specific, and more readily repeatable.
	“HPV-positive cancers are uniquely suited for ctDNA detection because viral DNA is present in every tumor,” notes Dr. Haring. “If we detect HPV DNA in the blood, we know there is active cancer.”
	continued on page 12
	Clinical applications under study
	The department is actively integrating biomarker-based monitoring into the care of patients treated for HPV-related HNSCC. Following surgery, radiation, or chemoradiation, clinicians track patients for five years – traditionally using exam findings and imaging that may produce ambiguous results.
	Liquid biomarker testing offers a more precise method.
	“With biomarker technology, we can test a patient’s blood every few months. If HPV DNA becomes detectable, we have strong evidence of recurrence – often earlier than imaging or exam would allow – giving us the opportunity to intervene sooner,” Dr. Haring explains.
	ctDNA is currently the most sensitive available tool for detecting recurrence, enabling earlier salvage therapy and potentially higher cure rates.
	Investigators are also evaluating ctDNA as a diagnostic adjunct. Fine needle aspiration can be nondiagnostic, prompting additional procedures and delays. ctDNA may provide rapid, noninvasive diagnostic confirmation and may also carry prognostic information regarding tumor aggressiveness.
	Personalizing therapy through ctDNA-guided de-intensification
	In collaboration with Sujith Baliga, MD, a radiation oncologist specializing in head and neck cancer, Dr. Haring is co-leading a clinical trial that uses early ctDNA response to guide personalized radiation dosing in nonmetastatic HPV-related HNSCC.
	Patients undergo ctDNA testing before therapy and again at week four. Radiation doses are then adjusted according to molecular response.
	“Our trial, built on years of foundational work, has shown that we can safely lower radiation doses for patients whose ctDNA becomes undetectable early in treatment,” says Dr. Haring. “This approach reduces toxicity and preserves excellent outcomes – true personalized medicine.”
	Therapy de-intensification is crucial. While HPV-related HNSCC carries a high cure rate, long-term survivors frequently experience substantial morbidity from standard dosing. ctDNA-guided treatment offers a path to reducing these side effects without compromising disease control.
	Future directions
	Liquid biopsy and ctDNA analysis represent a rapidly evolving frontier. The Ohio State team is working to refine ctDNA assays, expand applications to broader populations and explore non-blood-based biomarkers such as saliva and urine.
	A major long-term goal is developing a screening tool capable of detecting HPV-related HNSCC before symptoms or imaging changes appear. Although this is not yet feasible, advances in ultra-sensitive detection techniques continue to move the field in that direction.
	“Early results are extremely encouraging,” Dr. Haring says. “While more research is needed, the potential for liquid biopsies to transform head and neck cancer care is tremendous – and the Ohio State Wexner Medical Center is leading the charge.”
	“I see this work as emblematic of our mission to advance precision cancer care through multidisciplinary collaboration and scientific innovation,” says James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair of the department. “Liquid biomarker research has the potential to reshape every stage of HPV-related HNSCC care – from diagnosis to surveillance to personalized treatment selection. It also reflects our commitment to reducing treatment burden for the growing population of survivors. By advancing tools that detect recurrence earli
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	HPV-positive head and neck cancers are on the rise. Patients are often younger when diagnosed and respond remarkably well to treatment, producing a growing population of long-term survivors living with treatment-related side effects. Our goal is to determine whether liquid biomarkers can personalize treatment and ultimately improve survival and quality of life for these patients.
	HPV-positive head and neck cancers are on the rise. Patients are often younger when diagnosed and respond remarkably well to treatment, producing a growing population of long-term survivors living with treatment-related side effects. Our goal is to determine whether liquid biomarkers can personalize treatment and ultimately improve survival and quality of life for these patients.
	– Catherine Haring, MD
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	Aerodigestive Research Core Lab expands impact in lung transplantation and neurosurgery
	Aerodigestive Research Core Lab expands impact in lung transplantation and neurosurgery
	The Aerodigestive Research Core (ARC) Laboratory, established by Emily Plowman, PhD, CCC-SLP, professor in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery, continues to advance the evaluation and treatment of aerodigestive tract disorders. The ARC Lab focuses on conditions affecting swallowing, breathing and communication, with a mission to translate mechanistic insights into clinically actionable care pathways.
	Historically centered on neuromuscular disease populations, the ARC Lab has broadened its scope to address aerodigestive dysfunction arising from cardiothoracic surgery, lung transplantation, congenital heart disease and neurosurgical interventions. This expansion reflects both evolving clinical needs and the laboratory’s growing role as an interdisciplinary resource.
	Improving outcomes in lung transplantation
	Over the past year, Dr. Plowman and her team have partnered closely with the Heart and Lung Transplant Team at Ohio State, an active program that performs approximately 70 lung transplants annually as part of more than 600 total organ transplants. Key collaborators include Bryan Whitson, MD, PhD, director of the Division of Cardiac Surgery and interim co-director of the Heart and Vascular Center, and Kukbin Choi, MD, surgical director of the lung transplant and ECMO program.
	“In a study of 232 adults undergoing lung transplantation, we recently identified that the presence of a baseline preoperative swallowing impairment was associated with a five-fold increased odds of one-year mortality,” Dr. Plowman explains. “These recent data have led to changes in the preoperative clinical workup in approved adults awaiting organs here at Ohio State.”
	As a result, comprehensive clinical swallowing evaluations conducted by the ARC Lab at the Eye and Ear Institute are now part of the standard preoperative care pathway for lung transplant candidates. These assessments enable early identification of high-risk patients and provide targeted education prior to transplantation. “Ultimately, we hope that our added inclusion in the clinical care team will improve patient outcomes,” Dr. Plowman notes.
	Advancing neurosurgical and cardiothoracic research
	The ARC Lab has also expanded into neurosurgical populations. Dr. Plowman is collaborating with Stephanus Viljoen, MD, assistant clinical professor in the Department of Neurological Surgery, on a National Institute on Aging–funded R01 study investigating predictors of dysphagia following anterior cervical discectomy and fusion (ACDF).
	In parallel, ongoing funded research includes a National Institute of Nursing Research R01 clinical trial examining independent dysphagia risk factors after cardiac surgery. This work aims to develop and validate an evidence-based aspiration risk prediction algorithm, similar to prior efforts in amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, with the goal of translating findings into an open-access, real-time dysphagia risk calculator to guide triaged clinical care.
	National and multicenter collaborations
	Beyond Ohio State, the ARC Lab maintains robust national collaborations. Dr. Plowman is working with Katherine Hutcheson, PhD, CCC-SLP (MD Anderson Cancer Center), and Nicole Rogus-Pulia, PhD, CCC-SLP (University of Wisconsin-Madison), on a National Cancer Institute–funded dissemination and implementation trial.
	 

	Additional projects include a Department of Defense-funded study examining the safety and potential efficacy of metformin, a commonly used type 2 diabetes medication, for treating bulbar dysfunction in individuals with C9orf72 amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, in partnership with Laura Ranum, PhD, and James Wymer, MD, FAAN, at the University of Florida.
	“We have a group of passionate individuals – clinician scientists, PhD students, and postdoctoral fellows – whose mission is to improve our understanding of the mechanisms that contribute to swallowing disorders across a wide range of patient populations,” Dr. Plowman says. “The goal is to develop effective and targeted treatments.”
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	I am exceptionally proud of the ARC Lab’s expanding clinical and scientific impact. Dr. Plowman’s work exemplifies how rigorous translational research can directly reshape patient care, most notably through changes to lung transplant evaluation that address modifiable risk factors and improve outcomes. The ARC Lab’s integration into cardiothoracic and neurosurgical care pathways reflects our department’s commitment to interdisciplinary collaboration, innovation and improving the lives of patients with compl
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	– James Rocco, MD, PhD
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	Study aims to expand access to 3D surgical modeling
	Study aims to expand access to 3D surgical modeling
	 

	Three-dimensional (3D) surgical modeling is emerging as a powerful tool to enhance precision, improve outcomes, and support surgical planning across complex oncologic procedures. Kyle VanKoevering, MD, is leading a major research effort to broaden access to this technology and demonstrate its clinical value through rigorous prospective study.
	 

	Scan here to read more 
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	Clinical trial explores new pathway to restoring hearing after vestibular schwannoma surgery
	Clinical trial explores new pathway to restoring hearing after vestibular schwannoma surgery
	A multidisciplinary team in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery is leading an innovative clinical trial aimed at improving hearing outcomes for patients with vestibular schwannomas. These benign tumors often cause progressive hearing loss, and surgical removal – while lifesaving – frequently results in complete deafness in the affected ear. Historically, treatment options focused on routing sound to the opposite ear rather than restoring natural hearing. A new approach seeks to change t
	Scan here to read more
	 

	Department self-study identifies opportunities for strategic growth
	 

	At the direction of The Ohio State University College of Medicine, the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery conducted a comprehensive self-study to assess departmental performance and identify opportunities for continued advancement. Although required for all academic units, the department’s 130-page submission was widely recognized as one of the most rigorous, well-organized and forward-looking reports completed this cycle. The findings affirmed that the department continues to operate at a
	“Our goal was to view the department through a wide lens, taking an honest and comprehensive look at what we do exceptionally well and where we can further strengthen our programs,” says James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. “By engaging respected external reviewers who lead outstanding Otolaryngology departments, we sought insight that would validate our strengths, challenge us constructively and ensure that our future direction aligns with the highest nat
	Scan here to read more 
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	Expanded vestibular research laboratory poised to advance fall-prevention science
	Expanded vestibular research laboratory poised to advance fall-prevention science
	A major expansion of the Vestibular Research Laboratory at the Ohio State Wexner Medical Center is accelerating efforts to quantify balance dysfunction and develop evidence-based tools to identify patients at heightened risk for falls, one of the leading causes of injury and mortality among older adults. The additional square footage, funded primarily by the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery, has enabled laboratory director Daniel Merfeld, PhD, professor in the Department of Otolaryngolog
	“These upgrades allow us to investigate the interplay between vestibular decline, balance and falls in ways that simply were not possible before,” Dr. Merfeld explains. “Our previous equipment allowed us to measure only one degree of freedom at a time. With our newest systems we can measure three degrees of freedom, and with further expansion we anticipate the ability to measure all six.”
	By enabling precise measurement of motion perception and vestibular precision, these technologies directly support the development of clinical fall-risk assessments and targeted interventions for older adults. Critically, this work has significant potential to reduce injuries, hospitalizations and loss of independence in at risk patients.
	Technology to accelerate discovery
	Since 2017, the vestibular lab has served as a central hub for NIH-funded basic and translational research. Prior studies from Dr. Merfeld’s group and collaborators demonstrated that vestibular degradation accelerates after age 40, and that nearly half of age-related balance decline is mediated by increases in roll-tilt thresholds, a key measure of vestibular precision.
	To extend this work, the lab has begun collecting data from its Virtualis Motion VR system, which uses immersive virtual environments to assess balance, and two Moog motion platforms that facilitate detailed human perceptual testing. These systems enable investigations not previously possible with single-axis platforms.
	The next phase of the expansion centers on P3OSTURE (Portable Posturography Platform for Optimized Sensory Organization Testing, User-specific Rehabilitation, and Evaluation), a compact device initially designed for the U.S. Department of Defense to evaluate vestibular and sensory deficits in active-duty service members.
	“Because we plan to use this device to study both balance and vestibular function, it will allow us to enhance our studies of balance as well as test techniques we’ve developed to improve our ability to measure tilt thresholds,” Dr. Merfeld says. “We’re about to launch a clinical trial testing these techniques among older adults, to see if improved vestibular precision improves balance and ultimately reduces falls.”
	P3OSTURE’s small footprint also makes it suitable for deployment in clinical exam rooms, senior centers and community fall-screening programs, laying the groundwork for real-world clinical translation.
	Studying vestibular function under hypoxic conditions
	Another important addition to the laboratory is a custom-built Hypoxico Altitude Chamber equipped with dual Sierra 100 Altitude Generators and advanced sensor-driven control software capable of simulating altitudes up to 15,000 feet. This infrastructure enables controlled investigation of how mild hypoxia, similar to that experienced at 8,000 feet, affects balance and vestibular performance.
	Dr. Merfeld, who collaborates with the Naval Medical Research Unit at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, notes that this system’s modular design maximizes space efficiency while providing the environmental precision required for high-quality research. Findings from this work are expected to clarify how altitude, respiratory disease or frequent air travel may influence fall risk in susceptible individuals.
	Toward scalable clinical impact
	The ultimate goal is to translate advanced vestibular science into accessible clinical tools that allow earlier identification of balance deficits and enable clinicians to intervene before falls occur. Such interventions have the potential to significantly reduce injury, preserve independence and improve quality of life for older adults.
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	The Virtualis Motion VR and the Moog motion platform facilitate precise perceptual testing within the Vestibular Research Laboratory.
	The Virtualis Motion VR and the Moog motion platform facilitate precise perceptual testing within the Vestibular Research Laboratory.
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	With the completion of the vestibular lab expansion and full implementation of our new equipment, we anticipate being significantly closer to developing a clinical test that evaluates both balance and fall risk. And as smaller devices like P3OSTURE become more widely available, this test could be scalable to a doctor’s office, senior center or other facilities that conduct fall screenings.
	With the completion of the vestibular lab expansion and full implementation of our new equipment, we anticipate being significantly closer to developing a clinical test that evaluates both balance and fall risk. And as smaller devices like P3OSTURE become more widely available, this test could be scalable to a doctor’s office, senior center or other facilities that conduct fall screenings.
	 

	– Daniel Merfeld, PhD
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	Providers: 
	36 faculty
	15 at Nationwide Children’s Hospital
	 

	APPs: 25* 
	Audiologists: 43*
	SLPs: 140*
	Total encounters: 154,850*
	Total surgeries: 16,469*
	Total wRVUs: 434,442*
	Cochlear implants: 229*
	Sleep apnea surgical implants: 133
	 

	Free flap surgeries: 324
	*Combined for Ohio State and Nationwide Children’s Hospital
	*Combined for Ohio State and Nationwide Children’s Hospital


	Monthly esophageal disorders conference enhances patient care and strengthens cross-specialty collaboration
	Monthly esophageal disorders conference enhances patient care and strengthens cross-specialty collaboration
	 

	In January 2025, specialists from Otolaryngology, Gastroenterology, and Foregut Surgery at The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center launched the Esophageal Disorders Conference, a monthly multidisciplinary forum designed to address complex conditions affecting the esophagus. What began as a small gathering has grown into a dynamic, highly collaborative group that is already improving patient care, fostering academic partnerships and enhancing training across multiple disciplines.

	Figure
	The patient had both a large paraesophageal hernia and an upper esophageal diverticulum. We were able to collaborate and take care of it in a single case, which doesn’t happen all that often.
	The patient had both a large paraesophageal hernia and an upper esophageal diverticulum. We were able to collaborate and take care of it in a single case, which doesn’t happen all that often.
	– Laura Matrka, MD

	“Our three disciplines get together once a month and review difficult esophageal cases,” says Laura Matrka, MD, research director of Laryngology and clinical professor of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. “The reason it’s a great thing is that the esophagus is this watershed area in medicine; most ENTs don’t quite go down that far, and most gastroenterologists don’t really view it as an area of interest. In radiology too, it falls between the abdominal specialists and the neuro or head-and-neck specia
	“Our three disciplines get together once a month and review difficult esophageal cases,” says Laura Matrka, MD, research director of Laryngology and clinical professor of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. “The reason it’s a great thing is that the esophagus is this watershed area in medicine; most ENTs don’t quite go down that far, and most gastroenterologists don’t really view it as an area of interest. In radiology too, it falls between the abdominal specialists and the neuro or head-and-neck specia
	The initiative was launched by Megan Chan, MD, assistant clinical professor of Internal Medicine, and Jordan Burlen, MD, assistant clinical professor of Gastroenterology. Attendance has quickly grown from five to nine regular participants, with representation from multiple specialties and subspecialties who bring complementary perspectives to case discussions.
	Improving care coordination and patient outcomes
	The conference has already delivered notable improvements in clinical care. By jointly reviewing complex cases, physicians can more rapidly direct patients to the appropriate specialist, reducing delays and eliminating unnecessary referrals. “These collaborations within the medical field are directly resulting in more efficient and enhanced patient care,” Dr. Matrka explains.
	The discussions have also increased awareness across specialties of the nuances and boundaries of esophageal care. Physicians are identifying cases that more closely align with another discipline’s expertise and coordinating care earlier in the process. This has led not only to better care pathways but also to productive new partnerships. Dr. Matrka describes managing a complex case alongside Kelly Haisley, MD, clinical associate professor of Surgery: “The patient had both a large paraesophageal hernia and 
	Expanding academic and training opportunities
	In addition to improving care, the conference has generated what Dr. Matrka describes as valuable “academic offshoots.” These include cross-disciplinary presentations at national and regional meetings – for example, non-ENT specialists presenting at an ENT conference in Nevada – and expanded involvement of ENT faculty in local esophageal events. Fellows have also benefited, with GI trainees rotating through ENT clinics and vice versa, enhancing the educational exposure for both groups.
	The conference has even provided Dr. Matrka a uniquely personal perspective. A family member’s case was presented and reviewed multiple times over several months. “I’ve witnessed first-hand what the patient side of it looks like, just seeing how her care has been affected, expedited and carefully considered by so many physicians. It’s been pretty incredible.”

	The Division of Allergy and Immunology leads innovation in immunotherapy and personalized allergy care
	The Division of Allergy and Immunology leads innovation in immunotherapy and personalized allergy care
	 

	The Division of Allergy and Immunology in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery continues to advance diagnostic and therapeutic options for patients with allergic disease, translating emerging evidence into comprehensive, individualized care. Under the leadership of Rekha Raveendran, MD, the division has further expanded its repertoire of immunotherapy modalities and positioned The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center as a regional leader in allergy treatment.
	“We’ve been offering subcutaneous immunotherapy (SCIT) for many years with great success,” Dr. Raveendran explains. “In the last couple of years, we’ve incorporated sublingual immunotherapy (SLIT) and intralymphatic immunotherapy (ILIT) into our practice with equally positive results. Having these three options available allows us to treat patients as young as age 4 in some cases.”
	 

	First academic center in the region to offer intralymphatic immunotherapy
	Intralymphatic immunotherapy (ILIT) represents the most recent commercially available approach for patients with moderate to severe allergic disease seeking long-term, durable relief. ILIT involves three monthly ultrasound-guided injections of allergen extract directly into the inguinal lymph node. This protocol is significantly less time-intensive than SCIT or SLIT while remaining well-tolerated and highly effective.
	“Because we’re the only medical center in the area and one of a limited number of facilities in the country to offer ILIT, we have patients who travel from as far as California to receive this treatment,” notes Dr. Raveendran.
	 

	The only center offering all three modalities of immunotherapy in the region
	As the only medical center in the region offering SCIT, SLIT, and ILIT, the Ohio State Wexner Medical Center provides unmatched flexibility in tailoring care to individual patient needs.
	“We meet patients where they are,” says Christopher Brooks, MD, allergy and immunology physician and vice chair of the immunotherapy committee of the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology (AAAAI). “We discuss each protocol, explaining the pros and cons to help patients make informed decisions about their care.”
	The three treatment modalities include:
	Subcutaneous immunotherapy (SCIT) – traditional and cluster
	• 

	Sublingual immunotherapy (SLIT)
	• 

	Intralymphatic immunotherapy (ILIT)
	• 

	“Each therapy has its pros and cons,” Dr. Brooks adds. “For patients who don’t want to pay out of pocket, SCIT may be the best choice since it’s covered by most major insurance carriers. For those who don’t want to go through three to five years of treatment, ILIT may be the best option.”
	“For our younger patients who don’t like shots, SLIT is a great alternative,” says Monica Kraft, MD, associate professor.
	Advancing the future of allergy treatment through research and training
	The division’s academic mission centers on improving outcomes and refining treatment pathways. Ongoing studies use validated surveys and patient-reported outcomes to assess responses to each immunotherapy modality.
	“The data collected provides valuable insight on frequency and effectiveness,” Dr. Raveendran explains. “Studying patient responses in real time allows us to refine their therapy and further tailor treatment along the way.”
	In parallel, division faculty are committed to training and expanding the skillset of the next generation of allergy specialists. Drs. Raveendran, Brooks, and Kraft provide hands-on teaching for physicians, fellows and medical students. “Because the allergy division is housed within the Department of Otolaryngology, we work with ENT trainees to give them exposure to this side of the department,” says Dr. Kraft, associate program director of the Allergy and Immunology Fellowship. “Through our association wit
	“I am particularly proud of the transformative growth within the Division of Allergy and Immunology over the last several years and now under the leadership of Dr. Rekha Raveendran, our recently recruited division director. Her extensive prior clinical operations experience has brought a pragmatic, patient-centered perspective that has strengthened our clinical enterprise, expanded access to innovative therapies and further enhanced the operational efficiency of our allergy services,” says James Rocco, MD, 
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	For patients who don’t want to pay out of pocket, SCIT may be the best choice since it’s covered by most major insurance carriers. For those who don’t want to go through three to five years of treatment, ILIT may be the best option.– Christopher Brooks, MD
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	Photo above left: Rekha Raveendran, MD, explains immunotherapy benefits to a patient.
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	Multidisciplinary collaboration enhances lateral skull base surgery
	Multidisciplinary collaboration enhances lateral skull base surgery
	 

	Complex lateral skull base surgery demands exceptional coordination across surgical specialties. A long-standing partnership between Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery and Neurosurgery has evolved into a highly integrated model that elevates surgical precision, efficiency and patient outcomes. This collaboration is led by Oliver Adunka, MD, MBA, professor and director of the Division of Otology/Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery, whose team works jointly with neurosurgery on more than 100 lateral skul
	 

	“At Ohio State, we offer several different surgical approaches to skull base procedures, and you need a multidisciplinary team to take care of these patients as a well-oiled machine,” Dr. Adunka explains. “It takes a village for these surgeries, and our partnership is second to none.”
	Lateral skull base approaches – accessing tumors or other pathologies through the temporal bone – require precise navigation around the ear, middle cranial fossa and posterior fossa structures. These approaches are used to treat acoustic neuroma, cerebrospinal fluid leaks, petrocival meningiomas, superior semicircular canal dehiscence, malignancies of the temporal bone and skull base, epidermoid tumors and a range of rare disorders.
	A fully integrated surgical model
	Although lateral skull base procedures typically involve multiple specialties, national practice patterns often divide the operation into discrete stages, with one team gaining access to the tumor and the other performing resection. At Ohio State, the model is deliberately more cohesive.
	“Traditionally, work is divided so one team provides access to the tumor, and the other takes it out,” Dr. Adunka notes. “Our approach is a bit more different and more collaborative. We work on tumor dissection as a team. It’s not a division of labor, but more of a flexible approach.”
	This approach allows both neurotology and neurosurgery teams to manage any element of the operation, stepping in seamlessly during complex dissection or reconstruction. “Four eyes are better than two,” Dr. Adunka emphasizes. “Our approach means more simultaneous work and better continuity between our tasks. It’s so seamless to work as a team that it’s our preference. For patients, this equates to more streamlined and higher-quality care.”
	These half-day to full-day procedures are performed at The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center – Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J. Solove Research Institute with additional involvement from radiation oncology, physical therapy, and other specialties. “This is a complex part of the body anatomically,” Dr. Adunka explains. “Each of us has a different skill set and combining them leads to synergistic results.”
	“I view this collaboration as a model of how multidisciplinary integration elevates care for patients with the most complex skull base disorders” says James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. “Under Dr. Adunka’s leadership, our program has developed an approach that seamlessly blends the expertise of our neurosurgery colleagues – including Drs. Lonser, Prevedello and Wu – with the strength of our neurotology faculty, Drs. Dodson, Schoo, Ren and Macielak. This 

	Figure
	Dr. Oliver Adunka discusses care with a patient as part of Ohio State’s multidisciplinary approach to lateral skull base surgery, ensuring coordinated expertise for high-complexity cases.
	Dr. Oliver Adunka discusses care with a patient as part of Ohio State’s multidisciplinary approach to lateral skull base surgery, ensuring coordinated expertise for high-complexity cases.
	 


	Pediatric ENT collaboration expandsaccess to specialized care in Toledo
	Pediatric ENT collaboration expandsaccess to specialized care in Toledo
	 

	In spring 2021, Nationwide Children’s Hospital partnered with St. Vincent Medical Center in Toledo to expand access to comprehensive pediatric specialty services. As part of this initiative, Nationwide Children’s Hospital established a robust pediatric otolaryngology (ENT) service line in Toledo, providing children and families with local access to advanced care – including a top-tier hearing program and some of the region’s first pediatric cochlear implant surgeries.
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	Welcome, new recruits
	Welcome, new recruits
	Elliana DeVore, MD, joins the Division of Laryngology 
	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery is thrilled to welcome Elliana DeVore, MD, to the Division of Laryngology. Dr. DeVore brings exceptional expertise in voice, airway and swallowing disorders, paired with a unique perspective shaped by her early career as a professional opera singer.
	Her clinical focus includes neurogenic laryngeal disorders, early glottic cancer and complex airway anomalies. She is passionate about caring for professional voice users and performers, as well as providing gender-affirming voice services. Her background as a vocalist allows her to tailor treatment plans that respect both medical and performance needs.
	Dr. DeVore collaborates closely with Ohio State’s multidisciplinary Voice Center – the only dedicated center of its kind in the region – where specialists work together to deliver comprehensive, coordinated care. This team-based approach ensures patients receive personalized treatment plans that address every aspect of vocal health, from technique and performance to underlying medical conditions.
	Beyond clinical care, Dr. DeVore is an active researcher and educator. She has authored more than 25 peer-reviewed articles and several book chapters in laryngology, serves on an international journal editorial board and mentors medical students through research projects. Her academic interests include validating patient-reported outcomes and advancing therapies for neurolaryngeal disorders.
	We are excited to welcome Dr. DeVore and look forward to the impact her expertise and passion for voice will bring to our patients and programs.
	Training and certifications
	Medical school: Harvard Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts
	Residency: Mass Eye and Ear/Harvard Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts
	Fellowship: Laryngology, Mount Sinai Hospital, New York, New York
	Robert Macielak, MD, joins the Division of Otology, Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery 
	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery is proud to welcome Robert Macielak, MD, to the Division of Otology, Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery. Dr. Macielak recently completed his fellowship in Otology, Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery at The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, where he trained under nationally recognized leaders in the field.
	His clinical interests include chronic ear disease, hearing restoration, cochlear implantation and management of skull base disorders. Dr. Macielak is passionate about combining advanced surgical techniques with patient-centered care to improve hearing outcomes and quality of life.
	In addition to clinical practice, Dr. Macielak is committed to advancing research and education in otology and neurotology. His fellowship experience at Ohio State has prepared him to deliver innovative care and collaborate across disciplines to meet the needs of patients with challenging ear and skull base conditions.
	We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Macielak and look forward to the expertise and energy he brings to our otology and audiology programs.
	Training and certifications
	Medical school: The Ohio State University College of Medicine, Columbus, Ohio
	Residency: Mayo Clinic College of Medicine and Science, Rochester, Minnesota
	Fellowship: Otology, Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery – The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center
	Victoria Nguyen, DO, joins the Division of Allergy
	Victoria Nguyen, DO, joins the Division of Allergy

	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery is excited to welcome Victoria Nguyen, DO, to the Division of Allergy. Dr. Nguyen recently completed her fellowship in Allergy and Immunology at The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center and Nationwide Children’s Hospital and now brings her expertise to our growing team. Her clinical interests include allergic rhinitis, asthma, eczema, food allergies and primary immunodeficiencies. She is passionate about immunotherapy as a cornerstone of care a
	Her dedication to immunotherapy as a foundational element of care is evident, and she collaborates closely with a multidisciplinary team to develop personalized treatment plans that address the specific needs of each patient.
	“Allergy care is about improving quality of life,” says Dr. Nguyen. “By tailoring evidence-based treatments to each patient, we can help them feel their best every day.” Her arrival strengthens the division’s mission to deliver innovative, patient-centered allergy care.
	We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Nguyen and look forward to the expertise and energy she brings to our programs.
	Training and certifications
	Medical school: Western University of Health Sciences, Lebanon, Oregon
	Residency: Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, Pennsylvania
	Fellowship: Allergy and Immunology – The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, Ohio
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	Welcome, new recruits
	Welcome, new recruits
	Rekha Raveendran, MD, named division director of Allergy and Immunology 
	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery proudly welcomes Rekha Raveendran, MD, as the new division director of Allergy and Immunology. A board-certified allergist and immunologist, Dr. Raveendran brings over a decade of experience in managing allergic conditions and immune disorders, with a strong focus on personalized care and education.
	Dr. Raveendran focuses on allergic rhinitis, nasal polyps and food allergies, with a strong interest in immunotherapy as a key treatment. Under her leadership, the division will continue to offer all three major immunotherapy options, subcutaneous (SCIT), sublingual (SLIT) and intralymphatic (ILIT), making The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center the only center in Columbus to provide this full spectrum of care. Her vision emphasizes tailoring therapy to each patient’s lifestyle and goals, ensuring a
	Beyond clinical practice, Dr. Raveendran is deeply committed to advancing education and research. She has helped develop curriculum for allergy fellows and continues to lecture on coding, billing and best practices in immunotherapy. Her leadership will strengthen collaboration across subspecialties and expand opportunities for innovation in allergy care.
	We are excited for Dr. Raveendran’s expertise and patient-centered approach to shape the future of our allergy division. 
	Training and certifications
	Medical school: Northeast Ohio Medical University, Rootstown, Ohio 
	Residency: Internal Medicine, The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, Ohio 
	Fellowship: Allergy and Immunology, The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, Ohio 
	Jeffrey Steitz, MD, joins the Division of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 
	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery is excited to welcome Jeffrey Steitz, MD, to the Division of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. Dr. Steitz is double board certified in Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery and Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, bringing advanced expertise in aesthetic and reconstructive procedures.
	His clinical interests include primary and revision rhinoplasty, complex nasal reconstruction and facial rejuvenation surgery. Known for his meticulous approach and innovative techniques, Dr. Steitz is passionate about helping patients achieve both functional and aesthetic goals, particularly in challenging revision cases.
	Dr. Steitz completed his fellowship in Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at the University of Illinois at Chicago after residency training at the University of Louisville. He now brings that experience to Ohio State, where he will expand access to advanced facial plastic care and collaborate with colleagues across subspecialties.
	We are thrilled to welcome Dr. Steitz and look forward to the expertise and artistry he brings to our Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery program.
	Training and certifications
	• Medical school: St. Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis, Missouri
	• Residency: University of Louisville School of Medicine, Louisville, Kentucky
	• Fellowship: Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery – University of Illinois at Chicago
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	Number of residents: 25 
	60% male; 40% female
	Number of fellows: 11
	Number of specialty fellowships: 8
	Allergy and Immunology
	Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
	 

	Head and Neck Oncology
	Laryngology
	Neurotology
	Pediatric Otolaryngology
	Skull Base Surgery
	Voice

	Professor Brad deSilva, MD, – residency program director, laryngology fellowship director, division director of laryngology and vice chair for Education
	Professor Brad deSilva, MD, – residency program director, laryngology fellowship director, division director of laryngology and vice chair for Education

	Top-ranked Otolaryngology Residency Program leverages advanced technology to support training 
	Top-ranked Otolaryngology Residency Program leverages advanced technology to support training 
	 

	For the fourth consecutive year, the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery residency program has been recognized among the nation’s elite, earning a top-five position in the Doximity national rankings. In 2025, the program rose to No. 4, further affirming its reputation as a leader in high-volume surgical experience, rigorous academic training and innovative educational design.
	“Our residency is a great combination of an excellent surgical program with high volume and great facilities that’s matched with great residents,” says Nolan Seim, MD, MBA, FACS, associate professor and microvascular surgeon in the Division of Head and Neck Oncology and director of medical student education. “We recruit some of the best students across the country. We have a really strong group of 25 residents, which is relatively big for an otolaryngology program. But despite that, they’re a really close-k
	In addition to strong recruitment and an accomplished faculty, the program continues to expand its use of advanced technology to elevate training.
	 

	Harnessing 3D modeling to enhance education and patient care
	A core innovation is the work of Kyle VanKoevering, MD, associate professor and faculty director of the Medical Modeling, Materials and Manufacturing (M4) Laboratory. The M4 Lab brings together clinicians and engineers to develop high-fidelity surgical models that support both patient care and resident education.
	“Our clinicians and engineers work hand-in-hand to bring innovative solutions to life not only for education of our trainees but also for patient care,” Dr. VanKoevering explains. These collaborations allow for rapid prototyping and the creation of models used in programs such as the Difficult Airway Response Team (DART), where 3D-printed airway models help trainees better understand clinical scenarios and refine their procedural skills.
	ALT-VISION: advancing surgical anatomy through high-fidelity simulation
	Another cornerstone of the program’s educational infrastructure is the Anatomy Laboratory Toward Visuospatial Surgical Innovation in Otolaryngology and Neurosurgery (ALT-VISION). This research and education laboratory provides residents and visiting researchers with the opportunity to work on cadaveric specimens using 3D neuronavigation technology to refine surgical techniques and investigate anatomic questions.
	Continued from page 31 
	The ALT-VISION lab is co-directed by Ricardo Carrau, MD, professor of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery, and Daniel Prevedello, MD, professor of Neurosurgery.
	Dr. Seim emphasizes the importance of this environment: “The cadaveric models and dissections are performed to shore up the 3D anatomy and surgical skills that young surgical trainees need. They can do this without blood, time pressure, faculty, anesthesia and all the other aspects of the operating room. They really use it to hone their surgical anatomy skills and knowledge.”
	Comprehensive training supported by simulation, technology and academic Engagement
	Simulation-based training remains central to the residency’s curriculum. Residents participate in airway simulation at Nationwide Children’s Hospital, temporal bone simulation for drilling techniques, and extensive 3D-printed model training through the DART program. These tools reinforce anatomic understanding, procedural proficiency, and decision-making under controlled conditions.
	“What I want people to know is that we take great pride in our residents leaving this program well-trained and ready to take care of patients,” Dr. Seim says. “There’s nothing that makes us happier or prouder than when one of our trainees goes out to another program and we hear from their colleagues or their leadership or their patients that they’re just doing an exceptional job and that they’re having a big impact in their hospital system.”
	Since the expansion of our residency complement to 5 residents per year, 80% of our trainees have sought fellowship training following their residency graduation. All of these educational advances and simulation opportunities are designed to provide top-notch training for all resident physicians, allowing them to be the best clinicians and surgeons for their future communities, no matter what type of practice they have in the future.
	— Brad deSilva, MD, residency program director, Laryngology Fellowship director and vice chair for Education
	 

	James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery, says, “I am tremendously proud of the strength and national reputation of our residency program. Its sustained top-tier ranking reflects the dedication of our residency director, Professor Brad deSilva, faculty, the exceptional caliber of our trainees and our department’s commitment to investing in the most advanced educational platforms available. The integration of technology – from 3D modeling to neuronavigation-base
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	Our 2025 graduating residents: Zachary Huttinger, MD, PhD; Daniel Hall, MD; Ryan Ivancic, MD; Peter Lancione, MD; Yufan Lin, MD
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	Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery launches Resident and Fellow Endowment Fund 
	Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery launches Resident and Fellow Endowment Fund 
	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery has long taken pride in its exceptional training programs and the success of its graduates. The residency program has ranked among the top five nationally by Doximity for four consecutive years, achieving a No. 4 ranking this year – reflecting national recognition of its educational strength, clinical rigor and culture of mentorship.
	In summer 2025, the department advanced its commitment to educational excellence by establishing the Resident and Fellow Endowment Fund, a dedicated resource designed to enhance training experiences across all levels of graduate medical education. With a programmatic budget of approximately $180,000, the fund will support wellness initiatives, participation in national conferences, dissection and simulation courses, visiting professorships, leadership development opportunities and other activities essential
	“This fund will help support new educational initiatives, including simulation training, dissection courses and leadership retreats, providing enhanced opportunities for our resident physicians to build skills in all areas of medicine,” says Brad deSilva, MD, residency program director, Laryngology Fellowship director and vice chair for Education.
	The department invites supporters to contribute to the establishment of this endowment. Every gift – regardless of size – directly supports the Resident and Fellow Endowment Fund and helps ensure that the next generation of otolaryngologists receives world-class training.
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	Students in the newly remodeled Surgical Skills Lab enhance their training with hands-on opportunities.
	Students in the newly remodeled Surgical Skills Lab enhance their training with hands-on opportunities.

	Newly renovated surgical skills lab becomes a central hub for advanced surgical training
	Newly renovated surgical skills lab becomes a central hub for advanced surgical training
	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery has strengthened its educational infrastructure with the March 2025 renovation of the Surgical Skills Lab, now serving as a centralized hub for hands-on training across all divisions. While the space was originally designed to enhance otologic and neurotologic education, it has already supported rhinology training, with additional expansion planned as new curricula evolve. The revitalized lab provides a modern, high-fidelity environment where resident
	To reinforce educational continuity and maximize the utility of the space, the Division of Otology, Neurotology and Cranial Base Surgery launched structured monthly training sessions shortly after the renovation. “As part of our commitment to advancing resident education, we’ve introduced an engaging and dynamic monthly curriculum designed to immerse trainees in cutting-edge surgical techniques,” says Desi Schoo, MD, assistant professor and neurotologist leading these initiatives. “Our hands-on sessions not
	The renovated lab features 12 fully equipped workstations, each with surgical microscopes, otologic drills, operative instruments and dedicated monitors capable of displaying the microscopic field. An expanded audiovisual system – fully integrated with Cisco teleconferencing capabilities – supports remote participation and interactive didactics, enhancing opportunities for collaboration with external faculty and industry partners.
	The use of cadaveric temporal bone specimens, sourced through Ohio State’s Body Donation Program, provides unmatched anatomic fidelity. “Cadaver specimens are the highest fidelity anatomic model that we have in surgery,” Dr. Schoo explains. “We get to use human ears and practice performing surgery just like we would in the operating room. It’s really a unique experience for surgical trainees.”
	Industry partners regularly participate in training sessions, offering exposure to new surgical technologies and device demonstrations. Trainees have worked with emerging drill systems, cochlear and osseointegrated implant platforms, automated cochlear implant insertion devices and bone cement materials used in ossicular reconstruction. “We’re trying to make it more than just exposure to the surgical dissections,” Dr. Schoo says. “We’re engaging with some of the equipment and devices that are available to u
	The lab’s versatility has drawn interest from divisions across the department. “There’s potential for expansion within our own department and utilization of that space within the other subspecialties. Not just neurosurgery, but facial plastic surgery, as well,” says Robert Macielak, MD. The facility has already supported rhinology-specific educational sessions, and the department anticipates substantial growth in cross-disciplinary use.
	Future plans include hosting regional and national temporal bone “boot camp” courses and expanding industry collaboration for research and device development. Dr. Schoo expresses his enthusiasm for these opportunities: “We’re immensely proud of the lab that we have and the work that’s been put into it. We’re very grateful for the effort and backing from the department to truly utilize it to its maximum potential.”
	Dr. Macielak adds that ongoing philanthropic partnership is essential: “One of the main goals that Dr. Schoo and I have is to make sure we have a regular supply of specimens for the residents, and that does incur some cost and effort. If people feel inclined to donate to the department, they might consider donating specifically to this worthwhile endeavor.”
	“The combination of high-fidelity anatomic models, cutting-edge technology, and close collaboration with industry partners offers a training experience that few programs nationwide can match. This investment ensures that our trainees develop the skill, confidence, and technical mastery required for excellence in the operating room,” says James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Otolaryngology — Head and Neck Surgery.
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	Photo at right: Dr. Desi Schoo demonstrates a cochlear implant simulation.
	Photo at right: Dr. Desi Schoo demonstrates a cochlear implant simulation.

	Faculty leadership transition: Matthew Old, MD
	Faculty leadership transition: Matthew Old, MD
	 

	Over the past year, the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery marked an important leadership transition with the appointment of Matthew Old, MD, as chair of the Department of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery at the University of Washington, where he will also hold the Allison T. Wanamaker Endowed Chair in Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery.
	Dr. Old has served Ohio State with distinction as the David E. and Carole Schuller Chair and Professor of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery, division director of Head and Neck Surgery and medical director of the Head and Neck Service Line. In these roles, he led one of the nation’s largest and most integrated head and neck surgery programs, advancing multidisciplinary collaboration across OSUCCC – James and Nationwide Children’s Hospital. His leadership contributed to sustained growth in complex oncolo
	 
	 

	In addition to his clinical and administrative leadership, Dr. Old made enduring contributions to education and mentorship. He founded the International Head and Neck Microvascular Fellow Bootcamp and the Head and Neck Service Line Retreat, initiatives that strengthened surgical training, multidisciplinary engagement and strategic alignment. His mentorship has influenced the development of numerous residents and fellows who have progressed to academic and clinical leadership roles nationwide.
	 
	 

	Dr. Old’s academic work spans clinical and translational research in head and neck cancer, immunotherapy and precision medicine, with more than 150 peer-reviewed publications. He has also served in multiple national leadership roles within the American Head and Neck Society and as a long-standing examiner for the American Board of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery.
	In addition to his outstanding clinical, educational and leadership accomplishments, Dr. Old has been a passionate supporter of Pelotonia, the annual cycling event dedicated to raising funds for cancer research at OSUCCC – James. He is one of the few who’s ridden every mile of every Pelotonia, from its inaugural year in 2009, a total of more than 2,500 miles. His consistent participation in Pelotonia reflects his commitment to advancing cancer care not only through his professional work but also through com
	While we are sorry to see Dr. Old depart Ohio State, we are excited for this next chapter in his career and grateful for the lasting impact of his leadership, scholarship and mentorship. His appointment as department chair reflects the strength of his individual contributions and underscores the department’s broader role in preparing faculty for senior leadership positions at leading academic medical centers.
	As we look to the future of our department, it is with great enthusiasm that we announce Stephen Kang, MD, as the new division director of Head and Neck Surgery. Previously, Dr. Kang has served as a clinical professor in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery and director of the Head and Neck Oncologic Surgery and Microvascular Reconstruction Fellowship, where he has built a strong reputation as a highly skilled surgeon and dedicated educator.
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	We welcome Dr. Kang into his new role and extend our gratitude to Dr. Old for his many years of dedicated service, wishing him continued success as he embarks on this next chapter.
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	Andreas Wieland, PhD, MSc, appointed translational advocate for the Head and Neck Research Group   
	Andreas Wieland, PhD, MSc, appointed translational advocate for the Head and Neck Research Group   
	This spring, Andreas Wieland, PhD, MSc, was appointed translational advocate for the Head and Neck Research Group within the Clinical Trials Office at OSUCCC – James. His appointment reflects a growing institutional priority to strengthen the bridge between laboratory discovery and clinical investigation in head and neck cancer.
	As a cutting-edge researcher in immunology and HPV-related head and neck squamous cell carcinoma, Dr. Wieland brings deep scientific expertise to this new role. He also serves as a member of the Pelotonia Institute for Immuno-Oncology (PIIO), a comprehensive bench-to-bedside research initiative focused on harnessing the body’s immune system to fight cancer at all levels, from prevention to treatment and survivorship. His background in tumor immunology and viral-associated malignancies is especially timely a
	Dr. Wieland is a member of the Translational Therapeutics Program at the OSUCCC – James and serves as an assistant professor in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery. In his new role, he will serve as a central liaison connecting clinicians designing clinical trials with laboratory researchers whose work may inform or complement emerging therapeutic approaches.
	As part of a broader institutional effort, each disease-specific research group nominated a translational research advocate. The advocates meet monthly to discuss ongoing trials, identify operational challenges and share solutions. “It’s interesting because we can share problems and others can tell us they’ve encountered something similar but explain how they’ve solved it,” Wieland notes. “I think it actually helps identify more systemic issues, but also, hopefully, gives some ideas for how to solve them.”
	Dr. Wieland anticipates that the role will be most impactful during the early stages of clinical trial development. “Getting input from researchers early on in the process, before the protocol is written, so they can help inform early on what samples could potentially be obtained and when, will be really crucial,” he says. “I hope this lends itself to huge opportunities for collaboration.”
	“I am delighted to see Dr. Wieland take on this important leadership role,” says James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair. “His combination of scientific rigor, immunologic expertise and collaborative approach positions him uniquely well to strengthen the connections between our clinician-investigators and our research laboratories. His appointment enhances our capacity to design impactful, biologically informed clinical trials and reflects our department’s broader commitment to accelerating progress through integrated,
	Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery earns continued recognition on U.S. News & World Report rankings
	The Ohio State Wexner Medical Center’s Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery continues to be recognized among the nation’s top programs, ranking 15th in the country in this year’s U.S. News & World Report Best Hospitals list. The medical center achieved national rankings in nine of 15 specialties, with four additional areas designated as “high-performing.”
	Leading the department’s ranking efforts are Vinay Rathi, MD, MBA, and Lauren Miller, MD, MBA, assistant professors of otolaryngology who have driven a systematic, data-informed approach to performance improvement. “The ranking is an important way for us as a department to communicate to our patients and our peers the quality of care that we provide,” Dr. Rathi notes. “We are fortunate that our historically strong ranking has recently improved to better reflect the excellent care we provide.”
	Dr. Miller adds, “Working on this project has allowed us to demonstrate our department’s commitment to sustaining the exceptional standards we’re known for. Our continuous enhancements are the result of a thoughtful and strategic approach, undertaken for the benefit of our patients as well as our institution and peers.”
	Photos at right: Lauren Miller, MD, MBA and Vinay Rathi, MD, MBA

	The goal is to take advantage of the large patient volume that we have at The James and use it to expand our research opportunities. By connecting clinicians who are doing clinical trials with people in the lab who have expertise and may be studying the biology of a pathway that’s being inhibited, for example, the hope is that there will be some cross-fertilization.– Andreas Wieland, PhD, MSc
	The goal is to take advantage of the large patient volume that we have at The James and use it to expand our research opportunities. By connecting clinicians who are doing clinical trials with people in the lab who have expertise and may be studying the biology of a pathway that’s being inhibited, for example, the hope is that there will be some cross-fertilization.– Andreas Wieland, PhD, MSc
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	Department achievements: faculty leadership and national impact   
	Department achievements: faculty leadership and national impact   
	 

	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery continues to distinguish itself through exceptional clinical care, rigorous academic contributions and a culture of service to the specialty. This year, our faculty earned prominent leadership positions across national professional organizations – reflecting the department’s growing influence and its longstanding commitment to advancing education, research and innovation in otolaryngology. 
	These achievements highlight the depth of talent within the department and the continued trust placed in our faculty by peers nationwide. Their leadership strengthens professional standards, shapes national policy and enhances training across the field.
	A department defined by service and leadership
	Collectively, these accomplishments represent far more than individual honors. They highlight a department-wide culture in which faculty continually extend their influence beyond institutional boundaries to shape national conversations, elevate practice standards and mentor the next generation of leaders.
	Our faculty’s expertise – in clinical care, research, education and professional service – reinforces the department’s standing as a premier academic program. Their contributions ensure that Ohio State remains at the forefront of advancing the science and practice of otolaryngology.

	Awards and distinguished achievements
	Awards and distinguished achievements
	• 
	• 
	Moataz Abouammo, MD
	, received the prestigious Rhoton Award at NASBS for skull base 
	 
	anatomy research.

	• 
	• 
	Christopher Brooks, MD
	, was named assistant chair on the AAAAI Immunotherapy Committee.

	• 
	• 
	Brad deSilva, MD

	- Elected council member and president-elect to the Otolaryngology Program Directors Organization.
	- Elected council member and president-elect to the Otolaryngology Program Directors Organization.

	- Triologic thesis accepted; inducted into The Triological Society May 2025.
	- Triologic thesis accepted; inducted into The Triological Society May 2025.

	• 
	• 
	Charles Elmaraghy, MD
	, received the Career Contribution Award at the 2024
	 Nationwide Children’s 
	Hospital
	 Physician Recognition Awards.

	• 
	• 
	Kris Jatana, MD
	, was named medical director of Quality at 
	Nationwide Children’s Hospital
	.

	• 
	• 
	Stephen Kang, MD
	, was named chair of Education for the AHNS Reconstruction Section.

	• 
	• 
	Leslie Kim, MD, MPH
	, was elected to the AAFPRS Board of Directors Nominating Committee. 

	• 
	• 
	Monica Kraft, MD
	 

	- Appointed vice chair for the New Allergist Immunologist Assembly (NAIA).
	- Appointed vice chair for the New Allergist Immunologist Assembly (NAIA).

	- Appointed vice chair for the AAAAI Woman’s Health in A/I Committee.
	- Appointed vice chair for the AAAAI Woman’s Health in A/I Committee.

	- Appointed vice chair of the AAAAI Sport, Exercise and Fitness Committee.
	- Appointed vice chair of the AAAAI Sport, Exercise and Fitness Committee.

	• 
	• 
	Daniel Merfeld, PhD
	, was named member of the American Physiological Society (APS Science Policy) 
	Committee.

	• 
	• 
	Matthew Old, MD

	- Appointed chair of AHNS Reconstruction Section and chair of AHNS Task Force for 
	- Appointed chair of AHNS Reconstruction Section and chair of AHNS Task Force for 
	 
	Quality and Value.

	- Elected to a three-year term as secretary of the AHNS.
	- Elected to a three-year term as secretary of the AHNS.

	• 
	• 
	Emily Plowman, PhD
	, received the 2024 ASHA Excellence in Clinical Research Recognition Award.

	• 
	• 
	Apoorva Ramaswamy, MD

	- Received the 2024 James Physician Patient Champion Award.
	- Received the 2024 James Physician Patient Champion Award.

	- Serving on the HHS Chronic Disease Task Force for Cancer Survivorship.
	- Serving on the HHS Chronic Disease Task Force for Cancer Survivorship.

	• 
	• 
	Vinay Rathi, MD, MBA
	 was appointed to the Physician Payment Policy (3P) Workgroup of the 
	American Academy of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery/Foundation (AAO-HNS/F).

	• 
	• 
	James Rocco, MD, PhD

	- Selected to serve a second three-year term as the chair of the American Head and Neck Society 
	- Selected to serve a second three-year term as the chair of the American Head and Neck Society 
	Foundation (AHNSF).

	- Elected to the Nominating Committee of the American Academy of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck 
	- Elected to the Nominating Committee of the American Academy of Otolaryngology–Head and Neck 
	Surgery (AAO-HNS).

	• 
	• 
	Nolan Seim, MD, MBA

	- Appointed co-chair of AHNS Mentorship Committee for the Reconstruction Section.
	- Appointed co-chair of AHNS Mentorship Committee for the Reconstruction Section.

	- Received Courage to Teach Award from the Ohio State College of Medicine.
	- Received Courage to Teach Award from the Ohio State College of Medicine.

	These physicians from the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery were named Castle 
	These physicians from the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery were named Castle 
	Connolly Top Doctors for 2025: 
	Oliver Adunka, MD; Amit Agrawal, MD; Ricardo Carrau, MD; Tendy 
	Chiang, MD; Brad deSilva, MD; Edward Dodson, MD; Charles Elmaraghy, MD; L. Arick Forrest, MD; 
	Mitchell Grayson, MD; Jonathan Grischkan, MD; Kris Jatana, MD; Stephen Kang, MD; Leslie Kim, MD; 
	Monica Kraft, MD; Meredith Lind, MD; Prashant Malhotra, MD; Laura Matrka, MD; Matthew Old, MD; 
	Bradley Otto, MD; Enver Ozer, MD; James W. Rocco, MD, PhD; James Ruda, MD; Minka Schofield, MD; 
	Nolan Seim, MD, Kara Wada, MD; Patrick Walz, MD; and Gregory Wiet, MD.
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	Matthew Old, MD, and the team of medical professionals in Malindi, Kenya.
	Matthew Old, MD, and the team of medical professionals in Malindi, Kenya.

	Global Otolaryngology outreach: building sustainable care in Kenya and the Dominican Republic   
	Global Otolaryngology outreach: building sustainable care in Kenya and the Dominican Republic   
	 
	 

	Two physicians in the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery are advancing an ambitious vision for global surgical outreach centered not only on direct patient care but on capacity building, mentorship and long-term impact. Through sustained engagement in Kenya and the Dominican Republic, Matthew Old, MD, and Edward Dodson, MD, are strengthening local otolaryngology expertise and expanding access to high-quality ear, nose and throat care in underserved regions.
	Advancing surgical training in kenya
	Dr. Old, former professor and director of the Division of Head and Neck Oncologic Surgery, recently completed his third medical mission trip to Malindi, Kenya, a coastal city of 120,000 people. He joined a multidisciplinary team of approximately 30 medical professionals from across the United States. Each mission focuses on performing head and neck surgeries while helping Kenyan surgeons enhance their surgical proficiency.
	During the two-week mission, the team treated roughly 200 adults and children. Patients traveled from across Kenya, including from Nairobi (nearly a 10-hour drive). “Doctors from across the country accompanied their patients to observe surgeries and learn from our team,” Dr. Old notes. “Now, those same specialists are developing a head and neck surgery fellowship at Kenyatta University in Nairobi based on what they’ve learned.”
	Dr. Old and his colleagues plan to continue supporting the development of the new fellowship through educational materials, return visits and virtual teaching sessions. “We’re really watching the specialty progress before our eyes,” he says.
	This year, we were able to take on more complex cases because the local ENT community is ready and eager to build on skills we taught them previously. They now have the expertise to perform routine surgeries for thyroid disease, for example, so that we could focus more on advanced tumor resections and reconstruction techniques.
	– 
	– 
	Matthew Old, MD

	A 30-year commitment in the Dominican Republic
	A parallel commitment to sustainable care has shaped Dr. Dodson’s decades-long work in the Dominican Republic, where he has helped transform local training in ear surgery and expand access to otolaryngology services.
	Dr. Dodson first traveled to the Dominican Republic in 1996 while completing his fellowship at the University of Virginia. Working with his mentor, Dr. Paul Lambert, he was part of a mission that provided surgical training at a small hospital outside Santo Domingo. One of the local physicians, Dr. Robert Batista, expressed a deep desire to learn otologic surgery to better serve his community. Their partnership has since become the foundation of a longstanding collaboration that has significantly advanced EN
	Today, the Dominican Republic has three ENT residency programs, up from one in the 1990s, graduating at least six specialists each year. Dr. Dodson has developed close working relationships with all three programs and has personally helped train 39 residents to date.
	In 2000, he founded Project EAR, a nonprofit organization that supports mission work through donated supplies and funding for travel. Dr. Dodson typically visits the Dominican Republic two or three times per year. One trip is dedicated solely to teaching medical students and residents, while the others focus on clinical care and surgical training. These trips bring together teams of anesthesiologists, ENT residents and fellows, nurses, surgical technologists and other volunteers from Ohio State and partner 
	“It’s so gratifying to see the specialty grow over the years and see the good work surgeons are doing in the Dominican Republic,” Dr. Dodson reflects. “The quality of training continues to improve, and the faculty members are very dedicated to moving ENT practice forward.”
	Inspiring the next generation
	Both physicians note that global outreach has an important secondary effect: inspiring future surgeons. “When we’re recruiting medical students to our residency program, all we have to do is mention these trips and applicants immediately want to know more,” Dr. Dodson says. “It’s a real point of connection. There just aren’t many training programs that offer experiences like this.”
	“I am deeply proud of the sustained global outreach led by Dr. Old and Dr. Dodson. Their commitment to building local expertise, elevating surgical training and improving access to high-quality care exemplifies the highest values of our department,” says James Rocco, MD, PhD, chair. “These important efforts not only transform the lives of patients abroad but also enrich the education of our trainees and strengthen the global footprint of our specialty. Their work demonstrates the profound impact that long-t

	To learn more about the Department of Otolaryngology, visitmedicine.osu.edu/departments/otolaryngology
	To learn more about the Department of Otolaryngology, visitmedicine.osu.edu/departments/otolaryngology
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	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck 
	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck 
	The Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck 
	Surgery is dedicated to improving lives through 
	research and education. Our efforts have led to many 
	advancements, including an improved understanding 
	of language development in children with hearing loss 
	and groundbreaking findings in the underlying factors 
	contributing to head and neck cancer.

	If you’re interested in supporting our ongoing efforts, 
	If you’re interested in supporting our ongoing efforts, 
	consider giving to the Schuller Endowment Fund. 
	Honoring our former department chair, David E. Schuller, 
	MD, the fund provides resources for research initiatives, 
	helps us recruit the best scientists and enables important 
	patient care improvements. For more details, go to 
	 
	give.osu.edu/supportENT
	.

	Scan the QR codeto make a donation
	 


	Figure
	Link

	David E. Schuller, MD
	David E. Schuller, MD







Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		ENTFY25AnnualReport_ENT_25777750_ADA.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Kathleen Lillash


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 1


		Passed manually: 1


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


